‘Little Houses’, Upper End, Shipton Under Wychwood, Oxfordshire
Diane Melvin - 2024

This essay is an exploration of the history of the houses of Upper End from 1797 to present day. It
covers the earliest mention of these properties in 1814 and follows their ownership,

occupation and expansion over the next two centuries, noting also the wider changes in Shipton
parish that impacted their history. The history has been built up from looking at title deeds, census
returns, parish records, electoral rolls, historic maps and the memories of those still alive to recount
tales of their 20th Century history. | moved to Shipton in 2000 and having spent a lot of time
hunting down ancestors as a hobby | was naturally interested in the history of my cottage. As a
teacher with a long summer holiday at my disposal | started researching it. | soon discovered that
the 6 original houses on the corner of Upper End were linked and so the project turned into
research into these 6 houses. The research finally came to fruition when an assignment for my
current University course required me to create a report on a building or area. Hence this 'Little
Houses' project.

Aerial view of Upper End, 2020, (Personal Photograph)
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The earliest mention of the original inhabitants of Upper End is in the 1814 survey of Shipton, as summarized
in the table below:

NB Address given as Shipton parish, so cannot be established whether they were living at Upper End.
(All Owned by Mistress Gorge) Names of the fields Quantity

Occupier: Acres - Roods - Perches

William TOWNLEY Cottage & garden - - 10

William SMITH Cottage & garden - - 8

Widow WRIGHT Cottage & garden - - 4

John LEONARD Cottage & garden - -3

Jane RUSSEL Cottage & garden - -5

William SWONSER Cottage & garden - - 8 2 pigs
John GREEN Cottage & garden - -2

Rich[ar]? CHARLOTTE Cottage & garden - - 6

Widow HARBETH Cottage & garden - - 4

Mrs. BECKETT Cottage & orchard - -1 2 pigs

Table 1: Survey of the Parish of Shipton by Richard Crabtree, 1814

[William TOWNLEY is possibly the father of Joyce TAYLOR and LUCY WRIGHT, whilst Widow WRIGHT may be
John WRIGHT’s mother. Mrs BECKETT may be related to Richard BECKETT. See Table 2.]

Bryant’s map indicates dwellings in Upper End in 1824. But there is no evidence for how many dwellings
there were or who lived in them.

Map of the County of Oxford. Andrew Bryant. 1824.
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The first evidence for the original owners of the six Upper End properties is in the Tithe Apportionments.
Shipton Under Wychwood of 4th April 1839 and the 1841 census, summarized in the table below:

Information as known by author.

The red lines denote the original
footprint of each house. [The
unmarked house, Sunshine
Cottage, was built later.]

Information from Tithe
Apportionments. Shipton Under
Wychwood. Original Date 4th April
1839.

1841 census: no

specific addresses
given, just Shipton
Under Wychwood

Plot 810 is now one property called
‘Dove Cottage’ and has been
extended.

Plot 810 Landowner: Ann MORRIS
Occupier: Ann MORRIS

Description of Land: Cottage (On the Waste)
Quantities In Statute Measure: 0,0,11

NB: Note one plot and one ‘cottage’ and
one landowner

Ann MORRIS, aged 49,
Ag[ricultural]
lab[ourer], not born in
Oxfordshire (living
with) Richard MORRIS,
aged 10, born
Oxfordshire

Plot 809 is now one property called
‘Badgers Cottage’ and has been
extended.

Plot 809 Landowner: John GREEN &
Richard CHARLOT

Occupier: John GREEN & Richard CHARLOT
Description of Land: Cottage (On the Waste)
Quantities In Statute Measure: 0,0,12

N.B. Note one plot and one ‘cottage’ but
two landowners.

John GREEN, aged 68,
born Oxfordshire

Richard CHARLOTTE,
aged 70, born
Oxfordshire (living
with) Mary
CHARLOTTE, aged 60,
born Oxfordshire
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Plot 808 is two properties; the left- Plot 808 Landowner: John WRIGHT & Joyce | John WRIGHT, aged 42,
hand side is ‘April Cottage’ and the TAYLOR Aglricultural]
right-hand side is ‘Cherry Tree Occupier: John WRIGHT & Joyce TAYLOR lab[ourer], born
Cottage’. Both have been extended. | Description of Land: Cottage (On the Waste) | Oxfordshire (living
Quantities In Statute Measure: 0,0,9 with) Lucy WRIGHT,
N.B. Note one plot and one ‘cottage’ but aged 43, and five
two landowners. children
Joyce TAYLOR, aged 45,
born Oxfordshire (living
with) four children

Table 2: Comparison of current houses and houses shown on 1839 Tithe
Apportionment Map.

It would appear that Ann MORRIS, John GREEN, Richard CHARLOT, John WRIGHT and Joyce TAYLOR were the
first recorded landowners of the original six known properties.

The three plots which feature on the 1839 map were built outside the parish boundary and are situated on
what was known as ‘the waste’, an area of uncultivatable or uncultivated land outside the remit of Lord of
the Manor and his manorial rights. They were on the edge of Shipton Downs and the Wychwood Forest,
both of which could supply (free) food and firewood/furze. There was also a natural spring and plenty of
ready field stone with which to build. The area was predominantly agricultural with plenty of local farms to
provide employment.

Local tradition has it that the families came out of the village and built their own properties of one up, one
down houses with what they could find in the fields. The original house would have been what the houses
now use as their living room, with stairs leading to a bedroom above. John & Lucy WRIGHT with five children
and Joyce TAYLOR with four children each had to share a living space in general that is 6 metres by 4 metres.

Joyce TAYLOR (nee TOWNLEY) and Lucy WRIGHT (nee TOWNLEY) were sisters, and their mother’s maiden
name was GREEN. It is possible that there were other family connections which led to the six families
building houses together. It is possible that the six houses were built as three units, but each unit divided for
two families. The early records imply that there were connections between the properties as they are listed
as one plot with two landowners. Further evidence that this may have been the case is provided by the
current owner of Badgers Cottage, (In 1841 it was two houses). When they were doing alterations to their
house in the 1980s, they discovered a doorway had been filled in between the houses. The doorway had a
solid wooden lintel above and the materials used implied that the work had been done some time ago.

The 1851 Tithe Award amendment and the 1852 Value of Property liable to Poor Rates indicate that the
families were still living in the houses but now Richard BECKETT is also listed as an owner.

1851 Tithe Award Amendment Additional information from 1852 Value of Property liable
Cottages on the waste to Poor Rates
number landowner occupiers ARP Gross estimated rental Rateable value of Name

of each holding which is | each holding which

separately rated is separately rated

f s d £ s d
276 (was 810) Ann MORRIS Themselves | 0011 |2 5 O 1 15 2 Little
cottage & garden Richard BECKETT 2 10 0 2 0 O Houses
277 (was 809) Mary CHARLOT[TE] | Themselves | 0012 |1 15 0 1 5 4 Little
cottage & garden | John GREEN 1100 1 3 4 Houses
278 (was 808) Joyce TAYLOR Themselves | 009 1150 1 5 4 Little
cottage & garden | John WRIGHT 1100 1 3 4 Houses
N.B. Note one plot and one ‘cottage’ but two landowners. Each landholders holding is separately rated.

Table 4: 1851 Tithe Award Amendment and information from 1852 Value of Property liable to Poor Rates.
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The 1851 census provides the following information:

30 March 1851 Census. Address for all dwellings given as ‘Shipton’
Ann MORRIS, Head, Widow, aged 60, Annuitant living with Richard MORRIS, Son aged 21. They also had a visitor Ann Cousins,
aged 8
Richard BECKETT, Head, aged 52, Farm labourer living with his wife Jane BECKETT, aged 39, a School mistress and their three
children.
Mary CHARLOTTE, Head, Widow, aged 76, Laundress
John GREEN, Head, aged 78, a Pauper ag[ricultural] lab[ourer] and his (second) wife Kate GREEN, aged 72, a Pauper
ag[ricultural] lablourer]
Joice [Joyce] TAYLOR, Head, Widow, aged 53, Washerwoman, living with her son and daughter and a 3 year old child
John WRIGHT, Head, aged 53, Ag[ricultural] lab[ourer], living with wife Lucy WRIGHT, aged 51, and their 6 children

Table 5: Information from 1851 census, Shipton Under Wychwood

The families are all involved in agricultural labour, with a number of large farms locally from which to gain
employment. Two of the widows are taking in laundry, an occupation which allowed the woman to work
from home. At this period Shipton was going through enclosure (1852) which would have affected the
families. They were on the outskirts of the village and presumably fairly undisturbed regarding their
activities. The downs and commons were open to locals but after enclosure they were walled, hedged or
fenced off, so effectively private property, which also affected locals’ rights of estover. Allotments for
‘labouring poor’ were established, a fuel allotment and a new road leading from Upper Milton was created
which came out opposite Upper End.

Whilst both allotments were quite a way from the main village, they were convenient for the residents of
Upper End, with the ‘labouring poor’ allotments being a few minutes’ walk down Fiddlers Hill. The advent of
New Road also ensured easier access to Milton Under Wychwood. The railway station opened in Shipton in
1853 which connected the village with Oxford and further afield.

The MORRIS, BECKETT, CHARLOTTE, GREEN, TAYLOR and WRIGHT families can be found on the 1861 census:

7 April 1861 Census. Addresses recorded as ‘Cottage’ Shipton Under Wychwood.

Ann MORRIS, Widow, aged 69, Independent and Richard MORRIS, Son, aged 30

Richard BECKETT, Head, aged 62, Agricultural labourer living with his wife Jane Beckett, aged 48, and their
four children.

Mary CHARLOTTE had died, there are no CHARLOTTE’s living in the village

Kate GREEN, Widow, aged 82, a Pauper

Joyce TAYLOR, Widow, aged 62, a Pauper living with son Ruben TAYLOR, aged 27, a Shepherd and Harriett
TAYLOR, aged 13, her Granddaughter

John WRIGHTHead, aged 59, a Shepherd, living with wife Lucy WRIGHT, aged 60, and their son James
WRIGHT.

Other families within the list which may now be living in the ‘Little Houses':

Charles COX, aged 20, Agricultural labourer, his wife Lucy COX, aged 20 and their son William COX aged 4
months

John WRIGHT, aged 32, a Road Lab[ourer], his wife Debra WRIGHT, aged 32 and their son. [John WRIGHT is
the son of John & Lucy WRIGHT]

Table 6: Information from 1861 census, Shipton Under Wychwood

The original families are listed on the census but there are other households within the list. The 1860’s saw
an expansion as new ‘little houses’ were built by the families for their children’s families and other Shipton
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residents decided to build homes on the wasteland as well. In the 1864 Joyce TAYLOR house sale there is
mention of a nearby “newly erected cottage belonging to Reuben Taylor.” Joyce’s son)

In July 1864 Joyce TAYLOR sold her house to Thomas DEE (A Grocer in Shipton) for £30, and in September
1864 John WRIGHT also sold to Thomas DEE for £30. It would appear both may have continued to live in
their houses whilst renting from DEE. In September 1864 John GREEN’s daughters, Mary ROBERTS & Hannah
WIGGINS also sold the GREEN house to Thomas PITTAWAY. Is it a coincidence that they all sold within two
months of each other?

The purchase of the TAYLOR and WRIGHT homes by Thomas DEE reflects the emergence of Craftsmen and
retailers in Shipton. They were becoming established in Shipton and had started buying properties to rent
out for income.

At the time of the 1871 census there are 11 dwellings listed at ‘Little Houses’
e Joseph & Eliza WILKS & family
e Joseph BECKETT & sister
e John & Deborah WRIGHT & family (son of John WRIGHT Snr)
e Philip & Elizabeth SMITH & family
e Ann & Richard MORRIS
e Robert & Miram SMITH & family
e Alfred Townsend
e Joyce TAYLOR
e John WRIGHT
e James & Lucy WRIGHT & family (son of John WRIGHT Snr)
e John & Hannah FRANKLIN

Upper End, Oxfordshire Sheet XXV Surveyed: 1876 to 1880, Published: 1885

By the time of the 1876/1880 survey there were at least eight houses at Upper End (assuming none had
been combined), however it is difficult to trace the inhabitants of Upper End as the original families had died
or moved away. Thomas DEE now owns the former TAYLOR and WRIGHT homes and may have still been
renting them out. In November 1881 the former GREEN and CHARLOTTE properties which were currently
being rented out to John TOWNSEND and John FRANKLIN were sold by Charles MARLES to Joseph BECKETT,
who also rented them out.

The 1885 Electoral Register for Owner Voters shows Joseph BECKETT holding Freehold Houses at Burford
Road (former GREEN/CHARLOTTE properties) and Thomas DEE holding Freehold Houses at Blenheim (former
TAYLOR/WRIGHT properties). Blenheim Cottages had been built further up the Burford Road, but by this
time it seems that the TAYLOR/WRIGHT houses were being grouped under the ‘Blenheim’ cottages address.
It appears by this time at least four of the six original houses are now being used as ‘Buy to Let’ properties
with Landlords DEE and BECKETT renting them out to a succession of most probably agricultural labourers
and their families.
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Map from 1910 Valuation Office Survey, 1910-1915

The Lloyd George 1911 survey of property shows who is owning and occupying the Upper End properties at
that time:

Original Size Current Property
Gross
value
Number Owner A HAYWARD Occupier R £80 24 This may be Dove
312 COLCUTT perches | Cottage?
Address of Property: Upper Shipton
Property: Cottage & Garden
Number Owner A HAYWARD Occupier R This may be Dove
313 PITTAWAY Cottage?
(Referto | Address of Property: Upper Shipton
Plot 312) | Property: Cottage & Garden
Number Owner J BECKETT £70 7 Now Sunshine
342 Address of Property Upper End perches | Cottage
Property: Cottage & Garden 6 yards
Number Owner J BECKETT Occupier R £121 15 Badgers Cottage
343 TOWNSEND perches | (Formerly back
Address of Property Upper End 22 yards | half of the house)
Property: Cottage & Garden
Number Owner J BECKETT Occupier Mrs Badgers Cottage
344 FRANKLIN (Formerly front
(Referto | Address of Property Upper End half of the house)
Plot 343) | Property: Cottage & Garden
Number Owner M C DEE (Widow of Thomas DEE) £77 9 April Cottage
349 Occupier James PITTAWAY perches | (Formerly TAYLOR
Address of Property Blenheim 28 yards | household)
Property: Cottage & Garden
Number Owner M C DEE (Widow of Thomas DEE) £85 19 Cherry Tree
350 Occupier A TOWNSEND perches | Cottage (Formerly
Address of Property Blenheim 18 yards | WRIGHT
Property: Cottage & Garden household)
All properties in Shipton Under Wychwood Parish, Bruern Ward, in the County of Oxfordshire

Table 7: 1911 Lloyd George Domesday Survey compared to modern properties.
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Some Wychwood Neighbourhoods about 1900: Shipton. Anthea Jones, Joan
Howard Drake, Sue Jourdan & John Rawlins. Wychwoods Journal no 18. 2003.

At this point it seems that apart from one occupied by BECKETT himself, all the houses are being rented out
by landlords DEE, BECKETT and HAYWARD. There do also seem to be some other buildings on the site.

Dorothy BROOKES wrote an article for the Wychwoods Journal describing her childhood living in the area. In
1914 her father Thomas Townsend COOMBES started renting the front part of ‘Badgers Cottage.’

“The new house was a 'back-to-back’, ours facing the west and the Burford Road like the one we had left, the
back tenant facing east with their garden path going into a small lane. It was a much nicer house than the old
one; there was a good garden with a pig sty, a good shed and our own “lavvy”. But it had its drawbacks:
there was no pump, so water had to be fetched from the stand-pipe some distance away.”

In 1924 her father bought the former WRIGHT home round the corner. In a letter written to the then current
owner she describes the dwelling: “ It seems that years ago there were three little houses in a row crossways
on the hill your sitting room was the end one... the garage and old pig-sty were the sites of the other
cottages each with one bedroom. Your hovel place was a little house too and once changed hands for £15!
The Dee family demolished the little places and built the other cottage and added the other part to your
home...”

Thomas Townsend COOMBES had also bought the cottage next door (former TAYLOR home), and he sold
that to Daniel WIGGINS in 1928.

The 1922 map shows a number
of additional buildings to the
original six from 1839. Some of
these were pig-sty’s and
outbuildings etc. however if
drawn to scale, some of the
buildings were nearly of the
same size as the established
cottages.

1922 Ordnance Survey Map, detail showing
Upper End
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1839 Plot 810/1851 Plot 276: Ann MORRIS
(In 1910 owned by A HAYWARD & occupied by R COLCUTT) The 1911 census records a Robert COLLICUTT
living in Shipton, this may be the same person. The next corroborated evidence of occupancy is in 1962.

1839 Plot 810/1851 Plot 276: Richard BECKETT

(In 1910 owned by A HAYWARD & Occupied by R PITTAWAY) From perusing Electoral Registers and
discussion with long standing Shipton residents it appears that the PITTAWAY family lived at the cottage for
a long time. Electoral Registers record them from 1929 to 1956. By 1962 the cottages had been combined,
and the BIRCH family are recorded as living at ‘The Cottage’ in the 1962-1976 Electoral Registers. The house
has since been sold several times and the current owners moved in 2014.

1839 Plot 809/1851 Plot 277: Richard CHARLOT

In 1920 Joseph BECKITT sold to William KIMBER for £107. William KIMBER sold to Charles Napier WAINE [a
Butcher] for £130 in 1939, the cottage continued to be rented out. Then sold by Charles Napier WAINE to
Charles CARTER for £300 in 1949, Then sold to Charles W BIRD in 1959. From perusing Electoral Registers
and discussion with long standing Shipton residents it appears that the BIRD family were the first buyers to
become owner occupiers. The house was sold several times more between 1959 and 1975. It was then sold
to Philip TOWNSEND in 1975.

1839 Plot 809/1851 Plot 277: John GREEN

Sold by Joseph BECKITT to Ann Elizabeth TOWNSEND in 1930. Annie TOWNSEND is recorded as living at the
property in the 1939 Register. Annie TOWNSEND is also recorded as living at the address in the 1949 — 1958
Electoral Registers. On her death Annie TOWNSEND left the house to Mary Ann TOWNSEND. Mary Ann
rented it out and on her death in 1973 the property was inherited by Philip TOWNSEND.

At this point both houses were owned by Philip TOWNSEND (Known as Wychmere [front] and Badgers
Cottage [rear]. He knocked a doorway through from front cottage to back cottage to make them one cottage
and started living there.

1839 Plot 808/1851 Plot 278: Joyce TAYLOR

Sold by Thomas COOMBES to Daniel WIGGINS in 1928. The WIGGINS family lived in the property until about
1964. The house was sold about 1969 and rented out. The house was bought in 1988, and the extension was
added. The house was sold several times until the current owners bought it in 2000.

1839 Plot 808/1851 Plot 278: John WRIGHT

Sold by Thomas DEE to Thomas COOMBES in 1924. The COOMBES family continued to live at Rock Cottage
until 1962. Thomas COOMBES sold Rock Cottage to Albert HUDSON in 1962 In January 1969 Albert Hudson
sold to Janet & David Taylor. It had been renamed Cherry Tree Cottage. In 2015 the current owners bought
the property.

Having gone full circle, the properties are all owner occupied once again.
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