HISTORY

THE JOURNAL OF THE WYCHWOODS LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

Number Six, 1991



HISTORY

THE JOURNAL OF THE WYCHWOODS LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

umber Six, 1991

Copyright © The Wychwoods Local History Society 1991
I BN 0951037277

Printed by Parchment (Oxford) Ld



Contents

Foreword

Editorial

The Untons

L.conard Boxe. Gentleman of Ascott 19

The Saga of the Shipton Milestone, Part 11

Infantile Mortality in Shipton under Wychwood, 1565-1594

The Wharton Charity

A Mediceval Fishpond at Bruern Grange

Alfred Grove and Sons Lid. 51
hipton  chool Log Book. 1869-1905

A Hundred and one Years Ago

Life in Old Milton 66
Codswallop 70
Mary Moss, a Lass of the Wychwoods 71

From my Bookshelf

Other Publications in Print 76

Foreword

The publication of our sixth journal marks the tenth birthday of the
Wychwoods Local History Society. In our first journal published in 1985 1
recalled that John Steane had emphasised at our inaugural mecting the
importance of rescarch and practical work as part of a society’s activities. We
have followed his advice to the full and can claim o have made a positive
contribution 1o the history of a part of Oxford hire about which
comparatively little was known. That this has been possible is a tribute 1o the
enthusiasm of members who have equipped them-clves with the necessary
skills in order to pursue their particular interest - in the local history context.
The wide range of these interests can be seen in the contents of our six
journals to date and the wwo well researched albums of photographs.

The speakers at our monthly meetings have also covered a wide range of
subjects and have sharpened our understanding of the delightful area in
which we are lucky enough to live. These meetings and our other activities
- ficld-walking. exhibitions, a Victorian evening, a survey of Shipton Church,
the production and sale of mugs and tea towels = all these have had the full
support of the membership.

There is still much to be done and many aspects of the history of the
Wychwood villages to be explored. Two major gaps are an organised survey
of our buildings and a coordinated oral history project, both of which are
waiting for volunteers to come forward. Mcanwhile itis a pleasure 1o record
my thanks 1o all those who have contributed in so many differentways to the
succes of our first ten years and 1o look forward with optimistic expectation
to the next ten.

Jack Howard-Drake
Chairman

We are grateful 10 the Greening Lamborn Trust for a very generous
grant towards the cost of publishing this issue of Wychwoods History, 10
Mr DUHLPill and 10 Alfred Groves & Sons Lid for their kind donations.



Editorial

This edition of our journal has been produced “under new management’.
This is a fitting opportunity to pay tribute to our first editor, Sue Richards.
for all the time and energy she has inve ted on the Society’s behalf over the
vears. | am now in a position to appreciate fully how fortunate we have been
1o have enjoved the benefit of her pl()fcssl()ndl skills. freely given. in the
production of the firt five journals. I have a hard task 1o maintain her high
standards.

Itis a privilege 1o welcome James Bond 10 our pages again. His account of
the monastic fishpond at Bruern follows the fdscumunq weekend of
ficldwork carried out by ocicty members under his supervision. Several of
the other contributions give thi edition a distinct flavour of the sixteenth
and scventeenth centuries. Jack Howard-Drake's pain taking rescarches
have once again demonstrated that Shipton was no rural backwater during
this period. but had connections with people of distinction and influence in
the land. Wendy Pcarse’s investigation of Leonard Boxe and his familv is a
pleasing exten ion of the Society’s work into Ascott parish.

The extracts from  hipton School’s log-books bring us firmly up to the
nincteenth century, although John Rawlin * comments on the school's
problems then with *buildings, curriculum, financing and taffing’ have a
curiously contemporary ring. Similarly, certain villagers™ carnest
deliberations on the best way to achiceve desirable improvements to the
Beaconsfield Hall also strike a familiar note. Plus ¢a change...

In the article entitled ‘From My Bookshelf, Frank Ware de cribes some of
the books which he has found of particular interest and help in his
appreciation of local history. Iti to be hoped thatthi willbecome a regular
feature and that other member  will be willing to share the enjovment of
their favourite books with us all.

Itis fascinating to read the recollections of a former Wychwoods resident,
Mrs Olive Frost: perhaps her account will spur on other folk to record thei
carly memories for us. OQur thanks are due too to our other contributors. but
we would also like 10 encourage more people to write for the journal. We are
always pleased to con ider material for publication.

Margaret Ware
F.ditot

The Untons

JACK HOWARD-DRAKE

In the early vears of the reign of Edward VI effective power was in the hands
ofthe King's uncle. Edward Seymour, Duke of Somerset and Lord Protector
of England. In 1550 he was ousted by John Dudley, Duke of
Northumberland.

Northumberland at first worked in alliance with Somerset and arranged
the marriage of his "on John, Earl of Warwick, to Somerset’s daughter, Lady
Anne Sevimour; butin January 1552 Somerset was executed on a charge of
conspiracy. In the following vear Northumberland was himself executed
after the failure of his attempt 1o put Lady Jane Grey on the throne. John,
who had been arrested with him, was impr isoned in the Tower and
condemned to death. The sentence was not carried outand he was released
in October 1554, only to dic ten days later. On 29 April 1553, his widow, the
Countess of Warwick, married Edward Unton of Wadley in Berkshire.

Her first marriagc had been celebrated in a lavish ceremony at the roval
palace of Sheen in the presence of the young King; the sccond took placc
in the small church of Hatford, near Wadley. The entry in the parish register
reads simply ‘Mr Edward Umpton esquire and the Ladie Anne Countesse of
Warwickwere married in the parish church of Hatford the third calends of
May in the first and second veares of the raignes of Phillip and Maric’.
(Umpton is a common variant of Unton).

The marriage of a lady of the rank of countess to a man of the status of
esquire wa unusual, and the Lady Anne continued to be known as the
Countess of Warwick for the rest of her life: but the Untons were of some

tanding in Oxfordshire and Berkshire in the Tudor period and Edward

nton was knighted at the coronation of Queen Elizabeth in January 1559.
Ithas been suggested that the marriage was arranged by Sir Robert Keilway,
Surveyor of the Court of Wards, who married Edward Unton’smotherafter
hisfather'sdeath. As part of the deal, Keilway acquired the manor of Minster
Lovell.

Edward and Anne had seven children, Alexander, Edmund and Francis,
who all died young, and Edward, Henry, Anne and Cecily. The family was to
play a prominent part in the life of Shipton under Wychwood and the
surrounding area in the second half of the 16th century.

In 1550 Northumberland had been granted, among many other estates,
the manor of Shipton and Langley and the demesne lands of the recently

5



dissolved Bruern .—\hhc)'.’ According to The History of the King's Works, he
sctded Langley on Anne as part of her j()inlurc when she married his son
John. so that it remained in her possession when she married Edward
Unton.” Itis assumed from this that the ntons occupied “The Tudor Manor
House™ in Langlev, where Edward is said to have entertained Queen
Elizabeth in 1573, 15374 and 1575, There are anumberofuncertainties about
this because the evidence of roval and manorial property in Langley s
unclear. There is not enough space to detail these uncertainties here, but
the Pardon Roll for 1559 includes "Edward Unton of Wadlev co. Berks alias
of Langley ¢o. Oxford, knight', establishing that at that date he had property
m Langlev. "T'his would account for the fact that his (ldughlcn were bdpns( d
in Shipton church. Anne in 1359 and Cecily in 1561, since Langley was in
Shipton parish.

In his will, dated 29 May 1582, Fdward Unton referred to his 1mscs of

hipton and Bruern as having already been conveyed to his son Hemy.” The
dates of these convevances are not known but the leases were in other hands
when his daughters were baptised in Shipton church. He may have had a
residence in hipton by October 1568 when there is an entry in the parish
regi ter recording the burial of *Mistress Cicilic Fawkner single before
attending on my Lady Warwvke in Shipton™, ata time when the registers were
1(';.,ul.nl\ recording the parts of the parish in which parishioners lived.

nton’sintere tsin Bruern in the 1560s seem to have been limited o rents
from former tenants of the Abbey in Milton under Wychwood and
andbroke (one of the Abbeyv's WO granges, now Bruern (.mn;,c).dn(l from
wo houseswhich were tenanted.” In 1574 the . nton arms were in a window
of Mr Bridges house “in Bruerne Abbey™. and by 1578 the Untons had their
own residence there. In that vear Henry Unton was de cribed as of Bruern
when buving the manor of Marcham in Berkshire, and in 1579 Fdward
granted an annuity of £1-10 1o his son Edward's wife, “out of the manor or
monastery of Bruern™.’

Edward Unton also left Henry Call my lande in Oxfordshire which
apperteyneth to the Manor of Mylton which 1 bought of the Queene. the
whiche did once belong 1o Bremore®. The Priory of Breamore was in
Hampshire where the Untons held property and where there was also a
Milton; but the Hampshire Milton. was continuously in the hands of the
Tvrell family lhl(m;,h()ul the 16th century and it doe not appear in the list
of the posse ions of Breamore Priory at its di olution.™ Edward places
Milton firmly in Oxfordshire and the reference woitis followed immediately
by ‘my wo copises which I bought of the Osbastons’. These were Haselev
and Blackmore coppice in Wychwood., reinforcing the Milton under
Wychwood connection. It i+ therefore tempting to assume that the word
Bremore, although clearly written in the copy of the will, is a mistake for
Bruern, and that the Untons held Milton under Wychwood as a manor
granted by the Crown at the time of Edward’s death: but there are no records
of Milton under Wychwood being in the hand  of the Crown as a separate
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manor in the 16th century and the puzzle remain .

Sir Edward  nton had many calls on his time in Berkshire, Oxfordshire,
London and clsewhere, being variously Member of Parliament for
Malmesbury, Oxford ‘hire and Berkshire, Commissioner of the Pcace for
both counties, Commissioner of Musters and Sheriff in Berkshire,
Commissioner of Muster of Horses in Oxfordshire, Keeper of Cornbury Park
and of Malvern Cha e in Worcestershire, and so on. Hi clection as Member
of Parliament for Oxfordshire ook place at Burford in 1566, when he was
clected as knight of the shire ‘with such avovcee of the countie the lvke hath
not byn sene’. He had apparently nursed his constituency carefully since a
note in the Burford Memorandum and Account Book  for 1561 records that
wine and sugar were being bought constantly for Sir Edward'’s visit .

Because of these many responsibilities and hi peripatetic habits Edward
Unton would have necded good agentsand servants to look after his affairs.
The parish registers give the names of some of those who lived in Shipton,
ranging from men and women of gentle birth to the more humble. In 1567
the son of Master Richard Smith, gentleman and servant to Sir Edward, was
baptised in Shipton church. Richard Smith went to Italy with Unton in 1564
and wrote a partial account of the tour. Also in 1567, Clode - Tybote, a
Frenchman and surgeon o Sir Edward, was buried at Shipton. In 1574,
“Master Thomas Smith, servant 1o Sir Edward Unton knight and brother o
Master Richard Smith of Shipton', was buried at Shipton and so, t0o, was

Joan. the ‘wife of George Chapman, shepherd o Sir Edward Unton and of

Shlpl()n Another of his servants. William Moale, was buried at Shipton in
1578.'

The Burford Living
Edward Unton held Burford as part of his wife's estate and in 1571 he
appointed Robert Temple to the living, claiming the advowson in right of
his wife, but the claim wa  not accepted and the patronage was held to lie
with the Queen. Temple was cjected and in 1572 the Queen appointed
William Master, the Vicar of Shipton from 1564 1o 1591, who held the
Burford living in plumln\ The incident led to an argument about the right
to the tithes. Master. in a petition to Burleigh, alleged that Unton wa
hanging on to themin pite of the judgement again<t him and wa prepared
to spend a considerable amount of monev to e tablish his claim. Thc
outcome is not recorded but Master lcslgned the Burford living in 1578.1
Unton's dispute with Master wa typical of much Elizabethan litigation and
he was also prone o the violence o characteristic of many members of the
Tudor nobility and gentrv. Being a Commissioner of the Peace in
Oxfordshire and Berkshire did not inhibit him from being involved in an
affrav, outside his house in London in dovember 1563, with Richard
Grenville. later knight of the shire for Cornwall, and others. Grenville killed
Roger Bannister. one of  nton’  ervants, who could perhaps have come
from Shiptonsince Bannisterisanamewhichoccur in the parishregisters.
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In the autumn of 1571 Unton quarrelled with the Jorris family over
election o Parliament and his servants attacked those of John  orris at the
Abingdon Quarter Sessions. He scems to have had friends in high places to
protect him from the consequences of such activities. In his petition o
Burleigh about the Burford living, Master asked him to get the Auorney
General or the Recorder of London to intervene in the dispute, but not the
Solicitor General, who, he understood was *Sir Edwardes veray Friende', 10

Sir Edward’s Death
Sir Edward Unton died a very painful death in 1582. One of Sir Francis
Walsingham'’s agents, Geoffey le Brumen, writing to him on 14 June from
Wadley, described the appallingly gangrenous state of Unton’s leg ‘which
had to be taken away with great difficulty since it was over the sinews of the
foot’. Le Brumen, who is described in a note on another letter of his to
Walsingham as ‘Mr Geoffrey the Pothecary’, had ‘a sure hope’ that Unton
would recover, but he died on 16 Scplcmbc '* He was not buried until 6
December, possibly in the hope that the delay would enable his cldest son,
Edward, who was then in lualy, to auend the funcral. About this time,
however, Edward was arrested by the Inquisition and imprisonced in Milan. :

The dates are uncertain and it is not clear whether the arrest was in itself

responsible for his absence; but whatever the reason, the funeral took place
in Faringdon church without the eldest son being present. It was attended
by, among others, two of the Heralds, Somerset and Portcullis, who issued a
certificate recording the cvent. It says that Unton ‘departed this Ivf at
London’ and that ‘the corps, well accompanyd, was very orderly from thence
conveyed to Wadley aforesaid, and decently enterred according to his estate
and degre in the parishe churche of Farington’. Since the certificate was
witnessed by Henry Unton and hisbrother-in-law, Valentine Knightley, as “in
cvery of the partes and contentes therof ... to be true’, it is presumably to be
belicved; but the thought of Unton being carried 1o London to dic after the
amputation of his gangrenous leg at Wadley, and his body being taken back
with full ceremony to Wadley for burial nearly three months later, stretches
credulity to its limit.

Lady Anne’s Madness

Lady Anne is not mentioned in her husband’s will and she was not at his
funeral. On 8 October 1582, about three weeks after his death and some two
months before his burial, an enquiry was ordered into her lunacy. It was held
at Burford on 25 October and decided that she had been a lunatic since ]
May 1566."* This is a strangely precise date for which no reason is given. but
if it has any real significance, suggests that the enquiry was able to link her
madness with some particular event in her past, perhaps, for example, with
post-natal depression after the birth of her last child. The tragedies i in her

early life may also have contributed 1o a general mental instability.” The
enquiry scems 1o have been primarily concerned with the way in which the
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[.ady Anne managed her property during her lunacyand perhaps the precise
date was fixed with an cye to this.

At about the time of the enquiry, Henry Unton petitioned the Queen for
the custody of his mother, apparently to secure formal authority to
administer her estate rather than simple cu tody, since he savs, untr uthfully,
that his father *... by his last will bequeathed her solely unto me ...". (1 lcnn
wa notabove pullmg a fast one when it suited himeit was said that he "... was
soc¢ cunning a bargayner for landes that they which dealt with him were
commonly greate loosers..."). ' What does have thering of truth and is more
to Henry's creditis hiscommentin the petition that his father, in his lifetime,
had given him custody of his mother with a competent allowance: but he
adds that he had spent 1000 marks (£667) on building a house for her and
that his income is such that it would not be casy for him to look after his
mother properly from his own resources.

It is difficult 1o understand why such a ubstantial sum of money should
have been spent on building a house for Lady Anne given the extent of the
Unton’s property. Perhaps, because of her state of mind, she had 10 be
isolated and a specially built house was nceded for the purpose.
Unfortunately Henry did not have the foresight to say where itwasbuilt, but
it could have been inShipton, since the reference to Lady Fawkner attending
on lLady Annc in Shipton is dated 1568, two years after the official start of
her lund(‘) Henry says that his mother *hath ben and is best pleased with the
place and my government both for her dyett as also for her other
entertaynements fitt for her health and quietness which being taken away ...
the only meane to shorten her tyme’. Thi raises the intriguing possibility
that Henry took care of his mad mother somewhere in Shipton for some 22
vears until her death in February 1588, No record of her burial has been
found.

Edward Unton

Fdward Unton was about 25 years old when his father died. Son of the
Countess of Warwick, married twice into prominent county families, heir to
large estates, and friend of the Earl of L.eicester and Sir Francis Walsingham,
he had every opportunity to make his mark at court and in the affairs of
Oxfordshire and Berkshire; but his life was a story of failure. His father
recognised his inadequacy in making his will. In his letter to Walsingham
reporting on Sir Edward’s last illness, Geoffrey le Brumen wrote ... [Sir
Edward] made his will ... I sce that he wishes to do a good deal for his younger
son Mr Henry, especially in ready money, bccause he cannot make him his
heir to the pxejudlce of his clder brother”."” The main cause of Edward's
financial ruin was his arrest and treatment in Italy, which also left him a sick
man. He was relcased in the spring of 1584 after a complicated and very
expensive rescuc operation by Henry. In 1587 he had to scll land to repay
Henry's expenses and tried to recover some of his losses in the colonisation
of Munster from which he was recalled by the threat of the Armada. In 1589
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he wenton the expedition o Portugal undertaken to restore Don Antonio
to the throne. In one account he was ‘slaine in the Portugall vovage': in
another he was “laid low by wounds or discase [and] returned o Plvmouth
1o die intestate on ‘.’l‘lunc 1589°. His brother Henmrv inherited what was el
of his estates.

Not surprisinglv Edward  ntwon’s involvement in - hipton’s alfairs was
limited. The onlv direct reference 1o him in this context is a cnvptic entn in
the panish register for 4 Januarv 1586 recording the baptism of Edward
Coales “the vounger son of Edward of the new Lodge by Ramsden then bap
by reason of vounge Master Edward  nton at Bruern” !

Henry Unton

Henry was the member of the Unton family most prominent in hipton’s
affairs. Accor ding to Fuller’s Worthies of Berkshire,*Heny U mpton knight was
born (as by all the indications in the Heralds' Office doth appear) at Wadle
in [Berkshire]:"™ and Wadley is given as his birthplace in the Dictionary of
National Biography, with the date of 21357, Other sources give ¢.135¢ .which
is the better date as Edward, his elder brother, was 25 at the ume of the
enquiry into his mother’s lunacy in October 1582, A musician, linguist and
patron of the arts, Henry was cducated at Oriel (()ll( ge, Oxford. and the
Middle Temple, and entered the service of Cir Christopher Hatton.
Vice-Chamberlain and later Lord Chancellor. Hc and laton’s nephew.
William. became lifelong friends and were together at the batte of Zutphen
in the Netherlands where both were knighted and Sir Philip Sidnev died of
his wounds. t “idnev's funeral they walked together among the 12 knights
of Sidnev's relatives and friends.

The batle of Zutphen ook pl;l('c on 22 september 1586 and Henry was
knighted on 29 ¢ptember. It is an indication of his interest and close
involvement in the life of  hipton that he was back in the parish on 20
October when he signed the Crown Inn Charity deed. " He was vern much
the Elizabethan man of the world, combining his local responsibilities with
national and international affairs. He was a Justice of the Peace and Keeper
of Cornbury Park in 1383, a vear in which he was one of the arbinators
appointed to settle a dispute about estates and \\dl(lshlp between Sn John
Conway and Anthonv Bowrne in Chipping Norton.™ He was Membaer ()l
Parliament for New Woodstock in 1584 and as the representative of
borough much concerned with the wool trade  howed himself a supporter
of a free market ecconomy, saving in a debate on a cloth hill, "of this T am
sure. what fault so ever is in our cloth ... the merchant doth answer it 1o the
buverbevond the sea’. In 1385 he was pursuing actions for debtin the Witnev
Borough Court, again t Thomas Tavlor, mason, for 17s, and against Mark
Fathers, tilor, for 8s. l’mlh actions were conducted by his agents, one of
whom was Edward Colles.®' 1f thi was the Edward Coales whose son was
baptised by reason of voung Master Edwaid Unton. it hows Henny Unton
of Bruern emploving as his agent a man living in Ramsden.

These activities were briefly interrupted by his service in the  etherland
but on his return he continued o carry out his various responsibilities in
Oxford hire and Berkshire. He was Deputy Licutenantof Oxfordshire from
1587 1o 1593, He was also High Constable of Chadlington Hundred and in
1587 appointed John Crodman alias Crowpenny of Min ter Lovell and Giles
Pirie of Chipping Norton, both g ;,cnllcmcn. as constables.™ In June 1587 he
was ordered by the Prive Council 1o enquire into a land di pute between
William Rainoldes of Faringdon and john Fisher of Longworth. On the 29

July 1588, when the ( panish and English fleets were fighting their last

engagement at Gravelines, he was ordered to take charge of *a certeyn
nomber of Tawnces. light horse and petronels (large pistols) on horseback’,
brought together voluntarily by a number of gentlemen, and to get them o
Richmond by 8 August. In October 1590 he was involved in an enquiry imto
adispute between Lady Broome. widow of ¢ ir Christopher Broome. and her
son George, who had accused her of harbouring persons dangerou to the
state. In December of the same vear he and others were ordered 10
mve tigate allq.,;ui()ns' bv William Merrick of Abingdon that William
Androwes of “uton Courtney was cn;,mssm;, gram o lhc dewiment of the
poorwho had to buy at high prices in times of scarcity.”

Ie had another and unusual task to ca TV out in 1590 which was obviou Iy
abusvvear. Purvevance was an unpopular arrangement whereby the Crown
was entitled 10 buy provisions at less than the market price as the Court
wravelled round the counuy. In Oxford it was forbidden for a purvevor to
take provisions within five miles of the city unles the Queen came within
seven miles. In 1590 there was a dispute between the Crown and the Vice
Chancellor of the University and  t John”  College about the true
measurement of the five miles. It was decreed by a number oflearned judges
that the distance should be marked by a lincaroundthe ¢ ity measured from
the gates. Henry Unton was ordered. "forthe quietne  of thesaid  niver itie
and decvdinge of the said controversie ... 10 cawse stake 10 be ettt up
accordinglee at th'end of everie of those five myles so measured everie wave
from the gates of the said towne that vt may be knowne howe farr lh(‘\
extend’.”

In 1591 Henry was appointed ambassador o France leaving to take up hi
poston 1 July. Thisinvolved him i n much preparation m(lu(lmg the levving
of soldicrs for service in France:™ but he still found time in April of that vear
o convey the chapel. chapelyard and other property in Leafield o Giles
Fitchett and five other trustees, that they “permit and  uffer the Chapel o
be and continue a Chapel or Church for the performance of Divine Senvice
and administration of the  acraments ...

Hemv returned o England in June 1:)9‘_’ and was present when the Queen
visited Oxford in ptember of that vear. On 13 August the Oxford City
Council had agreed that glove should be given to noblemen and other
presentat the forthcoming rovalvisitand the Chamberlains” accountsrecord
the purchase of two pairs for Sir Henrvand his lady at 10 shillings. They may
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have been glad of them when the assembled (hg.,nnm ics greeted Her Majesty
at Godstow Bridge as the weather was foul, :

Henmvmoved to Berkshire where he was Deputy Licutenant from 1593 and
was clected knight of the shive for the 1593 Parliament. He greatly offended
the Queen by a speech he made in the course of a de l?.ll(' on the Crown's
request for a subsidy and was for a time in disgrace.™ He was, however,
reapppointed Ambassador to France in December 1595 but became ill carly
in 1596 and died at Henri 1V's camp before the Spanish held town of La Fere
on 23 March. His body was broughthome with greatceremony for burial at
Faringdon on 8 July.

He died intestate and without children and with debts amounting 1o
£23.000. In spite of his reputation for astuteness in financial affairs, he had
suffered the fate of many of Elizabeth's servants and found service 1o the
Crown ruinously expensive. His second embassy 1o France was particularly
so and itis not surprising that he died in debt: but in November 1595, just
before leaving for France. he had conveved most of his estate. by then all in

Berkshire, to a number of vrustees, sub|c(l o his own life’s interest. Part of

the ¢ tate. after his death, was 1o be held in the interests of his wile and part
for the paviment of his debts. There was a good deal of family squabbling and

litigation after he died and a private bill “for establishing the Possessions of

Sir Heny' nton, Knighte. lately dec ('.N'(l. and for the paviment of his
Debtes, was introduced in Parliament.” The text of the bill has not survived
but the familv estates were eventually sold and broken up.

Lady Dorothy

Henry Unton's wife was Dorothy, the eldest daughter of Jir Thomas
Wroughton of Broad linton in Wilishire. The date of their marriage is not
known. RovSurong quote E.K. Chamberswho givesitas 1380 but notes that
Chamber ' reference is not o be found. Otherwise the carliest evidence ol
their being married s in aleter of the Queen's ol 22 August 1591 in which
she sends Henry her good wishes for his recovery from an attack of jaundice
at Dicppe shortly alter his arrival in France ... wishing vou to have care of
voure owne health, which we desire as much to heare of as any freind voue
have, excepting vour owne wife'.

The provision which Henry had made for Ladv Dorothy before leaving for
France had lefther a wealthy widow as is shown by the accountof his property
in Wadley and Faringdon in The Unton Inventones. In 1598 she married
George Shirley of Northampton but only after Lmn;, down some stringent
condition . l)u(llu Carleton, laterambassador at Venice and the Hague. who
was with Unton on his last embassy 1o France. wrote to John Chamberlain,

‘first. she requires o reserve her own living entire to herself, and 1o bestow
it without anv control: second. she demands a jointure of £1000 a vear:
thirdlv, £300 in land to be tied upon her son il there shall be one: fourthly,
if it should happen that she and her husband fall out. she requires 500 a
vearout of hi living. and o live apart from him. with that added to herliving
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Sir Henny Uniton-detail from the memonial picture by an unknown antist. Courtesy
National Portrait Gallery, London.

of Faringdon: and fifth, if she chance to find fault with her husband’
unsufficiency 1o choose another bedfellow™. Chamberlain unmncnlcd that
“as poor a man as [ am 1 would not buy such another of the price’.

The records are strangely silent aboutherlifein Shipton whereone would
have expected such a formidable lady o have exerted considerable
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influence. The only reference 1o her is in William Master’s will. She was
among the manv people 10 whom he left books. in her case a copy of a
popular general medical work by Alexis of Piedmont. and The Birth of
Mankind or The womans booke, by Eucharius Roesslin.™ These books were said
10 be already in her hands. If Master had only lent them o her in the fira
place, hie nerve may have failed when it was a question of asking for them
back.

The Untons and Religion
Thereisareference o Lady nton inaletter o Henry from the Farl of Essex
dated 24 June 1592, "This gallant and 1 have had a grea deal of discourse. 1
doassure vow he was the best messinger. and the wellcome 1vow could have
sent. Heis in the bestvavne thatever vow hard him. The wext he doth preach
onismy Lady Umptonsnotthavingof achild ... There isnothing to identily
the gallant or explain why he should have preached about Lady Unton not
having a child. Perhaps he was nton’s ‘good friend Master Wright, vow
Worship’s most diligent and learned Preacher ... that zealous Trumpettor of
God’sword ...". who was among the divines mentioned as receiving Sin Henn
and Lady Unton’s patronage. in a sermon preached ar St Paul’s Cross in
1594, He was the editor of a book of verses published in Oxford in memon
of Unton in 1596, Unton’s chaplain in France, and Bishop of Lichlicld and
Covenunvwhen he died.  nton thoughthighlv of him, referring to him as "a
very honest man and of great learning and discretion. and the greatest
comfort of my life’. Other were not so favourably impressed. Wright was
appointed at one stage in his career as chaplain in ordinary to James 1 and
in March 1610 an observer wrote that Oxford men had lately proved the
most prominent among preachers at court and Wright was reckoned the
worst of them. Hemy may have been kindly disposed to Wright be scauseof
the firm support which he and his father gave 10 the prote ant cause, Sin
Edward Unton affirmed in hiswill his belief in the heavenlvlife which Chrise
had prepared for his elect children. the doctrine of prede tination which
Calvin made a cornerstone of his theology. In his letter 1o Walsingham,
himself” a zealous prowestant, about ir Edward’s last illneis. Geollrey le
Brumen wrote that Henry and his father sought “to extend the kingdom of
Christ, wherat vou rejoice as 1 have heard from vou: and indeed thev keep
goodorderin their house and establish good ministers here’. He added that
Edward had instructed his son to govern himself by Walsingham's advice
‘and that of those of the Religion™. ™~

Heny's patronage of protestant clergy showed that he followed these
instructions and he would have had much in common with William Master .
himself a firm defender of the prote tant faith, Master’s quarrel with his
father over the Burford appointment does not seem 1o have affected thein
friendship; Hemy oo received a book in Master’s will appropriately enough
‘Calvin two or three  ermons in French beinge a litde red book gilted on
the outside of the leaves™." Between them, in the latter half of Master s
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mumistiv, they must have exerted a strong protestant influence on the
religiou - life of Shipton parish.

When Hemv's brother, Edward. returned o England in 1584 after his
brush with the Inquisition. he was suspected of being a Catholic agent but
was twice clected knight of the shire for Berkshire and given responsible
military appointments. As he is also on record as examining a suspected
papist in 15385 and reporting the discovery of popish relics in 1587 in the
house of Francis Yeates of Lyford, it scems that he was at pains to demonstrate
his lovalty to the protestant faith.™

The extent of Lady Dorothy’s lovaly is less certain. When she married
George Shirley, he was alrcady suspect as a papist. and when he died in 1622
it was ‘in the bosom of his mother the Roman Catholic church’. Dorothy
died in 1634 and there is nothing particularly protestant in the preamble o
her will: but she was 1o be buried in Faringdon church by her *... hushand
Sir Henry Unton ... without any pompe or solempnity, and with as small
charge as mav be. in the night'. In choosing to be buried in Faringdon and
naming Henrv as her husband. she was following what appears to have been
the not uncommon practice of widows who remarried regarding themselves
for the rest of their lives as the widows of their first husbands. There is an
example of this in Shipwon church where the Reade memorial
commemorates Dame Elizabeth Reade as the widow of Sir Edward Reade
even though she remarried and outlived Edward by nearly 40 vears.

The Unton Chapel

Whatever her religious svinpathies, Lady Dorothy showed a pious face to the
world after Hennv's death. Dudlev Carleton wrote that “She has very well
beautified her sorrow with all the ornaments of an honourable widow. Her
black velvet bed. her Cyprus veil, her voice tuned with a mournful accent,
and her cupboard (instead of casting botles) adorned with praver !g:mks.
and cpitaphs do make her chamber look like the house of sorrow’.™ .Thc
sarcastic tone suggests that Lady Dorothy’s grief may not have been entirely
genuine: but genuine or not, she erected a monument to Henry's memory
in the Unton chapel in Faringdon church, which also contams memorials to
his father, grandfather, great-grandfather and various other membersof the
familv. The monument was not completed until 1606 and was badly damaged
during the civil war. Hemy's memorial now consists of a l}.l})lt'l on ‘lh(‘ west
wall of the chapel erected in 1638, In the words of the editor of The ( nton
Inventories, Lady Dorothy is represented by “..a female 'c[hg,\', now ].().()‘sc in
the chapel. which has been assigned to Lady Dorothy. Sir Hennv's wile™. He
adds *This appears not improbable’. Similar lack of convicuon zlhpm 1]1(:
authenticity of the figure is in a leter in The Gentleman s Magazine for 1796
which refers to the “effegies (sic) of [Henny's] lady which appears kn.ccl.mg
on the floor ..." and adds that it ‘must have been lhcrc_‘i!n Mr Ashmole s time
[17th century] ... though he makes no mention of it”.”" The absence of firm
cevidence may demand caution in identifving the cffigv as that of Lady
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Dorothy but it would be sad to shauer the illusion. if illusion it be.

The Memorial Portrait

Lady Unton also commissioned in memory of her husband the memorial
portrait which is the subject of Roy Strong's article in Archaeologia 1965. I
was among her story pictures” and is now in the National Portrait Gallery,
It is unformunately o Targe and detailed to be used here in full, but the
portrait of Sir Henry taken from the middle of the painting is veproduced.
As described by Strong. the picture summarises the main events ol Henn
Unton’s life from birth to burial in Faringdon. "[Unton] is depicted in a
richlv upholstered chair while around him are grouped many extraordinar
and wondrous scenes. We see him as a baby nursed by his motherzas a soldier
accompanicd by the panoply of war with tents, horse, armour and attendant
quires: on horseback. sun-shade in hand. riding through lalv, or escoried

by trumpeters and servants into France. There are other scenes off

banqueting, masquing. and revelv: but the mirth of festival gives wav to
counsel with learned divines and the solitude of study. There are also more
sombre tableaux: a death-bed surrounded by weeping and praving scivants
and a hearse draped in black being jogged through the bleak Fnglish
counuryside, while beggar women and children, the blind and lame. sit.
griclswricken, watching a gaunt procession of black-clad mourners. These
are making their way towards a steepled church o the left. where a large
congregation listens attentively o a sermon and before which there stands
asplendid tomb, gaily wricked outin scarlet. black. and gold. on which there
lies the recumbenteftigy of a knight presided over byalady atired in widow's
weeds'.

A dewail in the painting is a small arca of woodland with the word
“Whichwod  atthe bouom. Itappears between the representation of Hennv's
birth and that of his being at Oriel College. This led Strong 1o conclude that
Henry was born at Ascottunder Wychwood. for which there isno evidence.
It probably refers to the fact that Hemy inherited from his father his “estate
and interest in Cornebury Parke in the countie of Oxon. and in the office
and of keeping the savd Park’.

Conclusion

The memorial portrait provides colourful testimony of Henrv Unton”s widle
range ol interests and experience in the course of anactive and eventtul lile.
The subject is merely touched on in this article: but enough has been said
about him and his family, their friends. their colleagues and their servants,
to show that the  ntons must have exerted considerable influence on the
parish. Perhaps their position in the communiw is epitomised by Heny
Unton and the Crown Inn charity. Here is a man, newly knighted and just
rewurned from the battle of Zuiphen where his close friend Sir Philip Sidnes
died, sitting down with the vicar and wwelve other local people to setup a
chariwy for the repair of bridge and the relief of the poor. In this, as in all
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he did. Henry Unton displaved  the best qualitics of the Elizabethan
gendeman, at one moment plaving his part on the national “tage-in
Parliament. on the baulefield, in the courts—and at the next, con cientiously
carrving out his local responsibilities for church and chapel, for roads and
bridges. and for the poor. The close involvement of men like Henry Unton
in such local affairs ensured that parishes like Shipton were not the rural
backwaters thev are often said 1o have been in the 16th century, but were a
living part of the energetic world of Elizabethan England.
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Leonard Boxe
Gentleman of Ascott

WE DY PEARSE

If you stand on the southern side of the A361 Shipton-Chipping — orton road
opposite the Lyncham turn, and face south-cast across the Evenlode valley
to the further ridge where the massed regiments of Wychwood Forest crown
the horizon. you will notice a group of larger. more individual trees at the
western extremity of the forest. These guardians mark the moated <ite.
formerly known as Roger Hill Lodge. where in the carly seventeenth century
lived a gentleman by the name of Leonard Boxe.

Then. should vour cves follow the line of the main street through A cott
village from the level cro sing towards Shipton. again at the western end of
the village. vou will see a group of trees behind which stands a farmhouse
called Coldstone, which was very possibly crected on Leonard Boxe's
instructions. At your feet is the b()unddr\ of Ascott pari h which runs cast
and west along the A361 and southwards across the valley to the fore tlimits
and just west ofthe site of the Ascott barrows. Scattered all over this land in
the open fields and mcadows of the seventeenth century village were the
<trips of arable and grass, some of which Lconard Boxe rented from Sir
Rowland Lacy, lord of the manor of Shipton and builder. in 1603, of Shipton
Court. Perhaps Leonard and his wife were amongst some of the first guests
to dine amidst the impressive grandeur of that newly erected country house.

Leonard’s wife Marve. when  he died in 1635, asked to be buried in the
chancel of the church at Ascott, presumably to lie near the body of her
husband who had predeceased her by welve years. So it seems likely that
bencath the flooring of Ascou church lic some skeletal remains of these
scventeenth century pari hioners. Today. through a few tantalising survivals
of carly documents, we are able to envisage something of their life in the
seventeenth century.

Leonard Boxe of Roger Hill Lodge, Gentleman, as his inventory defines him, was

just conceivably connected with the Boxs of Witnevamongst whom wa  the

founder of Henmy Box School, although the only possible reference o
Leonard™ presence in that town is in a case at Witney Court in 1600, where
a Leonard Boxe was to act as umpire in a paternity settlement. To date, the
carliest Wychwoods reference to him is for 1605, when together with Lady
Save of Broughton Castle and Lady Tanficld of Burford he stood godparent
to Elizabeth, daughter of a William Peesley. at Ascott.

Yet from 1608, when his grand-on Thomas Fifefeild was baptized at
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Shipton, until Leonard’s burial in 1623 at Ascou, we can be certain that he
was a local resident.

The enuv of grandson Thomas™ baptisim reads as follows “Thomas. son of
Master William Fifefeilds at Coldston  faster Boxes his house’™. Leonard’™s
daughter Anne had married a William Fifefeild and their second son
Richard’s baptism was also entered as “at Coldston’. Therefore it seems veny
likely that the stone farmhouse was erected for Leonard at the beginning of
the seventeenth century on land just inside the boundary of Shipton parish.
which accounts for the baptisms being conducted in that village. Fowever
the subsequent births ol three more sons and two daughters o Anne and
William are missing [rom the registers, so perhaps this voung couple actually
lived or later made their home el ewhere. Even so, one dav in Decemben
1608 we may imagine the whole family, Anne and William with baby Thomas.
Leonard, wife Marve, and their two other daughters Margaret and Man,
perhaps accompanied by friends and relatives, en route from Coldstone
along the lower road to Shipton, for the baptismal service in Shipton church.
The men may have worn satin or silk doublets with ruffs, trunk hosc. long
boots and short cloaksand the women farthingale gownsofvelvetorsilk with
stfl, high backed collars and padded sleeves, probably topped with warm
fur-rimmed cloaks.

We can learn a litde more about Coldstone from wwo sources. It would
appear from a survey made for Sir Rowland Lacy in 1617 that although
[.conard owned the house, the surrounding vard. garden and orchard were
Lacy property, together with the closes adjoining, as far as and including
tho ¢ of the pre ent Langley Mill. The plan of the house called Coldstone

Possible appearance of Coldstone. Shipton Panish Regaster vecords " N Box's Howse
in 1608. Could this indicate a noted new house of stone, a product of the Great
Rebuilding between 1560 and 16402
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was probably that of a through passage house, a development of the carlier
single-torev hall house, comprising a hall, buttery and kitchen on the
ground floor and three chambers, the hall chamber. “kitchinge chamber”
and “maides chamber” upstair . Adjoining. but possibly also Lacy property,
were a brewhouse with separate brewing, corn and cheese chambers, a milk
house and a timber house.

Aflter Leonard’s death, an inventory was made of hi goods and chatels.
As the assessors. Edward Irelvn, George Peisley and Edward Tudor, walked
Leonard’s farm 1o appraise his possession -, from the kitchen and buttery of
the farmhouse. through the brewhouse, corn chamber. cheese chamber and
milk house in the inner court, out 1o the rickvard. then around the cartle
vards. stables and pig  hed  and other buildings of the outer court, their
words of 380 vears ago encapsulate a seventeenth cenuny farmer’s life. At
the tme of Leonard’s death in March 1623, his stores of threshed and
unthreshed barley were worth £16. In the rickvard, on *stadle’ tones, would
be thatched ricks of this unthreshed barlev. Labourer  would be working
amongst these stacks, loading the sheaves onto carts and driving them into
a thre hing barn where others would be u-ing flails to extract the corn from
the cars. ome of the barley would be used 10 produce ale. The *furnace,
van, skreene and maltmill” are all evidence of brewing. The malt mill was in
the milk house with a butter churn, so the “cight rudder (horned) bea e
(probably a tvpe of longhorn) were pre umably cows. Although in March,
nearly due to produce their vearly calf (three yearlings are also listed) . these
cows would mo t likelv be diy or producing very little milk to make into
butter. Also, cheese is not mentioned in the cheese chamber, no doubt again
due 10 the scason, stock - having been depleted during the winter. It cem
that the previous vear, the hay harvest had been sufficient since a stock of
hav was still available to feed these cattle through 1o the fresh growth of gra -«
in the spring. Since Leonard owned “six horse beastes’, we can assume he
did not use oxen to work his land. "o during March, apart from threshing
work. the horses would have been used to spread manure from the muck
carts and to plough certain suips of land in preparation for planting the
spring crops of corn, pulse and peas. Only five pig are listed. but flitches of
bacon were still hanging from the rafters, the residue of home-cured bacon
prepared during the previous autumn,

Altogether including the closes about his house. Teonard |.'cnlc(l three
vardlands (about 81 acre ) from Sir Rowland Lacy. This comprised 75 strips
dotted about the parish of Ascott, including a strip in‘Skcn‘cus furlong of 3
poles 20 perches beside the present A361. a1 pole 16 perches strip (.)[ l;u?(l
near A cott Mill, a strip of 1 pole 28 perches beside the forest, astrip of
pole 15 perches beside the Charlbury to Sl.nplf)n rgad near ‘\scn.ll Barrows,
and a small plotbe ide Caudell Brook. which itself forms part of the Ascott
and Shipton parish boundary.

The definition of a gentleman at thi time indicated someone who had no
need to work. so we can presume that Leonard emploved agricultural
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Ascott parish showing furlong and ‘land’ names from seventeenth century
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labourers o cultivate hisland. The accounts which hiswife exhibited at court
in Oxford [ifteen months after Leonard's death list five male servants. but
whether these include farm workers we do not know. Certainly, he would
have been emploving a carter to care [or and work his horses. whilst the pigs
may have been kept on Ascott Common in the forest, under the eve of the
\ll].l;.,c swincherd. Butitseems likelv that his catde could have been grazed
in the closes near 1o Coldstone, these closes also being used to produce hay
to keep the livestock during the winter. In the common arable fields on the
rising land on cach side of the riverwheat, barleyv, beans and peas were grown
and the common meadow land would have p ‘oduced more havand perhaps
more grazing for the animals. Discase must have been quite prevalent
amongst the villagers” commonlv-grazed livestock and it seems reasonable
to assume that anvone who had enclosed pastures would have preferred o
keep his stock segregated. Surprisingly, certainly ar the time of his death,
Leonard kept no sheep.

When Leonard died, the houschold ('quipmcnl listed at Coldstone was
very basic, mostly consisting of far 111111;51(-(1111“1(\ One explanation is thata
foreman was then residing at the house and overseeing the farm
management lor him. The sv((md possibility, discussed later. is that
Leonard’s descendants were alreadvin residence and as the more luxurious
wpe of houscholditems were their personal properiy, these were not listed
on Leonard’s inventory.

A survev of Wychwood Forest taken in 1609 adds a further dimension to
Leonard’s life. It seems that he held frechold land in Hailey and Northleigh
as well as his holding in Ascott. That at Northleigh consisted of a fairly
substanual wood of over 39 acres, the land still wraceable todav. on the site
of the present Osney Hill farm. Does this perhaps indicate a passion for
hunting on Leonard’s part, and a possible explanation for their eventual
departure 1o Roger Hill Lodge?

We do not know how long Leonard lived at Coldstone, butin 1617 when
his third daughter Mary was married at Ascott church, he must by then have
been living at Roger Hill Lodge (on the site of the present High Lodge) in

the forest of Wychwood, renting the house from Lord Danvers. Ranger of

the Forest.

Once established at Roger Hill Lodge, Leonard’sand Marve 'slives became
fairlv luxurious. The house, situated in the fore t, could have been nmber
framed and thatched, but was quite large. There was a hall. “butterie’,
‘dininge chamber’ (incidentally this inventory is one of the [irst known
listings of an actual dining chamber in a g.,cnllcnmn s housce), "midle howse’
and “kitchin® on the ground floor and [ive chambers upstairs. In the hall. as
well as tables, chairs and a *forme’, were a glass cupboard, cushions. carpets.
a bible and other books, two desks and a pair of plaving wables. The hearth
implements listed indicate the use of coal as fuel and even include an Jiron
torostapples’. The dining chamber held iwotables. fifteen stools. four chairs
and a ‘forme’, apart from a ‘courte cubborde’. another "deske boxe™ and a
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sccond fireplace where coal was used as fuel.

Upstairs, the chamber over the hall was furnished with “bedstede. valens
and curtains of vellow" and a table, chests, boxes and a sereen. That over the
dining room held agreen bedstead with curtains and “valens’. agreen carpet,
a leather chair and Cools and ‘curtain on roodes™ at the window. The
chamber over the buntery held a bedstead with a canopy and an underbed
with other furniture and a ‘livde windoe curtain’. Even the maids had three
blankets on their beds and chests in their room.

The *butterie’ held the hogsheads and barrels of drink together with cups
and wenchers and the food cupboard, whilst the *kitchin® con tained all tvpes
of brass kettles and dishes, pan . spits and “pot hookes’, a jack with weights
and a ‘fier slice, tonnges and fier forke’, these later all consistent with coal
burning fires. This far inland, the use of coal must have been quite a status
symbol, due to its high wansport costs. The pewter consisted of about 100
assorted items and pride of place was given to two silver bowls. thirteen silver
spoons and asilver salt. The linen included twenty-three pairs of sheets and
thirteen table cloths.

[eonard certainly must have been a man of fashion since his wearing
apparel was valued at £10, which is of higher value than all three beds with
appurtenance  added together. We may imagine him bedecked in silk and
velvet doublets and hose, fine leather and fur-lined capes. perhaps with
jewelled buttons and highly starched rufls.

Adjacent 1o the house were a brewhouse and millhouse and stable with a
men’'s chamber probably in the loft. Three horses were in the stable, one of
which,a mare, was later delivered 1o Sir Rowland Lacyas henot-the surrender
of the best live beast of a deceased wenant o the lord of the manor. As for
weapons, Leonard owned three guns and four cross-bows which scemingly
would have foundgood use in the forest, both for hunting or as a precaution
against poachers.

Apparently Leonard and Marve had no sons, and verv litle is known about
their daughter Margaret. he married and became Mrs Feuiplace and
through Marve's will received €10 and “one goulde Ringe which hath this
po ic engraven in vi, virtue passeth riches’. Should we assume that Margaret
was virtuwous or could we read into this a timely forgiveness for some past
indiscretion? A posic or poesy ring was similar to a modern broad wedding
ring with a poesy (inscription) engraved around the outside.

Daughter Anne who married William Fifefeild had five sons and two
daughters, and later in 1628 was married for the second time to a Leonard
Camden of  hipton. Leonard Camden'’s first wife Sarah had died in 1625,
probably of plague, for an epidemic had spread rapidly through Shipton that
summer. Perhaps William was also a victim but there appear to be no record
of his burial. At the time of her death Marve Boxe was living in Shipton and
as Anne was sole executrix of her will, it seems likely that Marnve was then
living with the Camdens.

Mary the third daughter married Thomas Oven and had two sons. Thomas
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and Leonard. In the Protestation Returns of 1641, Thomas Oven sen.,
Thomas Oven jun., and Leonard Oven are lited under Shipton. so it is
po ible that Mary and Thomas Oven may have taken up residence at
Coldstone after their marriage. Marv died in 1670 at Ascott, possiblv ending
her days in her childhood home.

Two of Leonard’ grandchildren, his two namesakes, can be followed
further. Anne Fifefeild's son Leonard entered Exeter College. Oxford and
matriculated in 1631, aged 19. After gaining a B.AL two vears later, he leht
this arca to become the vicar of Egmanton, ()llmgh‘nnshnc in 1637. Narv
Oven's son Leonard was definitely residing in his grandfather’s house at
Cold tone after his marriage, for he and his wife produced eight children
there, five daughtersand threesons, between 1651 and 1667, The farmhouse
at Coldstone was probably enlarged around this time, since the Hearth Tax
Rewurns of 1665 list Leonard Oven, Gent., with cight hearths, indicating a
larger building than that i ted in Leonard’ inventory.

Pervereely, the greatest puzzle concerning Leonard Boxe scems
inexplic able. His i inventory when he died in March 1623 was valued at £226
9s 2d. But on 10th July 1624 Marve appeared before Hugh Barker, Vicar
General to the Bishop of Oxford, to present an account of “all and singular
the goodes, rightes, credits, cattells, Chattells & debtes of Leonard Boxe " and
to crave allowance of several sums of money which she had expended on her
dead hu band” behalf. By far the largestsum was £206 5s. paid upon a bond
to a Mr Charles Harris and this sum it seems had been decided at an
indictment, causing even more expense.  nfortunately this was not the only
amount expended on an unspecified matter, for three more gentlemen
reccived nearly £100 between them. But why had Leonard been in debt to
these men? Could he have borrowed monev for hi daughters™ dowries or
was he, regrettably perhaps, a gambling man? Could his “pair of plaving
tables’ indicate this tendency?z We shall never know. And even more debts
had accumulated for Marve to eutle.  carly £15 forrent,another £3 in small
debts, £2 forthe church’s and king's taxes, and nearly £16 in servants’ wages.,
apart from the funeral expenses and the cost of preparing the accounts. It
scem  that Marve mu t have had acce 10 undisclo ed finance. perhaps
through a sculement made for her own dowry. For de pite being faced with
cnormous debt, twelve vears later at the time of her death she was able w0
leave bequests of well over £30.

Which leaves us to ponder the uneasy question. Leonard Boxe-was he
entirely a gentleman?
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The Saga of the Shipton Milestone
Part I1

NORMAN FROST

In Number 5 of this journal I wrote of the accident that occurred o the old
milestone in Station Road, Shipton. T was not aware at the time thac this
particular milestone had a habit of living dangerously as a letter from the
Rev. Ralph fann of Broadwell will show. I quote:

‘In about 1970, when T was a housemaster at Kin;,hum Hill School, one
warm dav in the summer holidavs I stumbled on acast-iron plaque concealed
among the long grass behind the classroom block on top of Kingham Hill.
I lifted it out and stood it against a wall and ook a photograph of it, which
I enclose for yvour ocicty archive . Presumably some wretched magpic of a

‘choolboy had unbolted it and carried it off for what purpose I could hardly
imagine: p().s.slhl_\ a sale to some unscrupulous antique dealer. T cale ulated
that it must have come from Shipton under Wychwood. and sure enough,
on inspection [ found the support from which it had been taken in - tation
Road. So I took the ca t-iron mile tone down to my friend John Jepson in
Kingham who worked for the Oxfordshire Highwavs Department, with the
request that they should clean it up and replace it They certainly did not
hurry to do so, and I believe that it was chl for some vears in the Highways
Deparument store—indeed, Norman Frost' article is the first evidence that 1
have had that it had ever been restored!”

I think this letter serves as a warning to all of us that, unless we arce ever
vigilant. too many historical artefacts will disappear. Besides, a keen look-out
for any unusual item can add much 10 a walk in these so-beautiful village .
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Infantile Mortality in Shipton under
Wychwood 1565-1594

TOM McQUAY

An Elizabethan mother in this p.lll\h was 200 umes more likely w die in

childbirth than a modern mother.' On the other hand. a contemporary

infant is just -cven times more likely o swivive parturition and the Iving-in
period, and some thirteen times more likely o reach its first birthday, than
a baby born 400 vears ago.

These figures can confidently be assessed from the p.m\h baptism and
burial registers which were (.uclull\ maintained by a conscientous Vicar™ ay
a time when non-conformity was negligible. In the thirty vears between
1565-1591 there were 982 baptisms after 1.015 confinements, which included
the still births and babies buried before baptism but faithfullv recorded in
the registers.

Nincteen babies were certainly stillborn and the Vicar deseribed them
variouslya “<tillborne’. ‘nata mortwua’.“died in the birth” or “came dead ino
the world™. The carlie t reference 1o the use of the word “stillborn™ in the
Oxford English Dictionarvis dated 1607, but the  hipton Vicar wrote in 1568
‘born dead or stillborne as they call it or at least died vimediatlie after the
birth™. Five mothersdied in labour and none of theirinfants siuvived. In two
of these maternal deaths there is no corresponding regi tration of a baptism
or separate infant burial. The mother mu t either have died undelivered or
the dead baby hared the samegrave, making a total of twenty-one still births,

A further twelve burials have the sad and rueful comments “died before it
was christened’ and “prevented with (lu\(h before it could be baptised au the
church’. Three were christened at home.? Other notes in the burial 1(‘;,1\1('
include *born the same day’, "born and buried’, "born before the e, "a
night oulde’, and “a mon ter with 4 leeges to weach us to be thankful'.
Twenty-two babie did notsuvive their first day.

The (lxﬂuull\ in estimating the perinatal mortality rate. thatis the numbeer
of still births plus the number of infant deaths during the first week of life
per 1,000 births, is that the dates of baptism and burial do not correspond
exactly with the date of birth and death. There i however a definite
minimum of 56 perinatal death and a definite maximum of 76 who
succumbed in their first week, a mean of 64 per 1.000. There are also
anomalie in the presentday figures because some pregnancies can be
terminated and modern methods can keep sick babies alive bevond the firse
week, but nevertheless the ixteenth century figure for this parish of 64
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deaths per 1,000 is just seven times the rate of 8.9 for England and Wales in
1987."

The Elizabethan parish infantile mortality rate, that is the number of
deaths under one vear per 1,000 live births, is much casier o ascertain
accurately. There were 994 live births and 123 deaths in the first year, an
infantile mortality rate of 121, .lppm\mmlcl\ thirteen umc< the hgmc of9.2
for England and Wales in 1987.7 Wrigley and Schoficld” rescarched the
register ol twelve parishes between 1550 and 1399 and found an average
infantle mortality rate of 135 per 1,000 live births, some fourteen times the
1987 figure, but very much in line with the Shipton parish rate.

The conclusion is that medical and social advances have reduced maternal
mortality rates dramatically, infant mortality less so and first-week deaths
which are largely due to birth trauma, prematwurity and congenital
malformation, least of all. Infantle mortality is related 1o environmental
factors such as infections, nutrition, housing conditions and standards of
care and actually was worse in industrialised and urbanised England in 1900
at 131 deaths per 1,000 live birth - than in rural Shipton 300 vears previously,
before beginning its continuou  fall to the present time.
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The Wharton Charity

JACK CHAPMA?

In 1983 myv wife was shown by Mrs Biles of Shipton under Wychwood a Book
of Common Praver embosse dingilt on the cover with the words * By the will
of PHILIP.LORD WHARTON. 1696. Presented 1910, knn\\mg()m mterest
in local history we were asked whether we knew anvthing about Lord
Wharton. At that time our answer was a definite "No'. and our local
incumbents, Anglican and Baptist. were equally ignorant.

On the inside of the front cover was a longer inscription:-

“The memory of the just is blessed” Prov.x.7
PHILIP. LORD WHARTON.

Died February 4. 1696, aged 83, and by his will

left o his Trustees certain estates in Yorkshire.

the proceeds of which are to be devoted cach
vear to the distribution of Bibles and other books.

This book is given by direction of present trustees to:-

William Timms
of the Parish of
Shipton-under-Wychwood
1010

(William Timms was Mrs Biles” grandfather.)

Since then a "Wharton Bible™ has come to light that was presented 1o
George Walter Shavler of Milton under Wychwood in 1915, otherwise
inscribed in exactly the same fashion. This had been given to Shipton church
and was in the k(('pmg of the sacristan there. There are also several
“Wharton™ books in the parish church at Chipping Norton. By coincidence,
the priestin charge of that parish was until 1986 the Revd Anthony Wharton:
he tells me that he made con iderable use of the charity, but claims no link
with the family.

A scarch in the offices of the Charity Commissioners established that the
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Wharton charit still existed. but other information about it was sketchy to
sav the least. In 1985 the last accounts in the lile were for 1979 (they should
be annual): in that vear the Trust had an income of £2.757 and spent just
short of £1.800 on bibles and praver books.

The Dictionary of National Iimgnu/;ln was more helpfull It contains accounts
of several members of the Wharton family, and also provides a useful
bibliography. Thev were originally from Yorkshire, the first Baron having
been born ‘in about 1495, where the Whartons had held the manor of
Wharton on the River Eden “bevond the date of any records extant’,

Our Lord Wharton, Philip. was the fourth Baron and lived from 1613 to
1696. He succeeded his grandfather in 1625 and inherited £8.000 per
annum, worth about £9.000.000 in 1990! At the coronation in 1661 the
furnishings of his horse were said to have cost £8.000. In 1637 he married
his sccond wife. and through her obtained manors in Buckinghamshire at
Winchendon and Wooburn (ncear Marlow), where he lived for the rest of his
life. Altogether he had three wives and sired fifteen children. of whom nine
survived. He organised for them avery sirict programme of education under
aseries of tutors, including detailed instructions for the punishment of any
lapses. However it was of livde avail: his sons’ behaviour was described as
turbulent and his grandson. another Philip and the last of the line. was said
to be profligate and a wastrel. The fourth Baron was buried in Wooburn
parish church with “an claborate monument with a Latin inscription” (still
10 be seen).

Our Philip was a staunch Presbyterian, and in the Civil War raised a
regiment that was routed at Edgehill. He was a personal friend of Oliver
Cromwell, but disapproved of the execution of Charles 1. He welcomed the
return of Charles ITand evidently got offlightly for his part in the Civil War.
although he had to relinquish some lands in Ireland that he had obtained
during the Prowectorate. According to tradition he buried £60.000 in a wood
at Wooburn during the war, but by the restoration had forgotien where he
had hidden it. Two acres of ground had to be cleared before it was found.

In 1692 he conveved certain lands in Yorkshire to trustees for “buving
Bibles and Catechisms for poor children and preaching sermons. 1,050
Bibles (at notover 2/6 cach) and as many Catechisms 1o be given vearly in
certain towns and villages of the four counties in which his estates lay,
Buckingham, York, Westmoreland and Cumberland. 1o poor children who
had learnt by heart seven specified psalms.”

I have found no further reference to the preaching ol sermons. The
distribution of Bibles and Catechisms was originally made by dissenting
ministers, but over the vears the trust deed has been modified (notwithout
some strong objections by the Nonconformists!) and the funds are now
divided equally between the Church of England and the Nonconformist
churches, with the specific exclusion of the Roman Catholic and Orthodox
churches. The distribution is now countnv-wide. The lands have all been sold
and the income is from invesuments.
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It was originally a requirement that the recipient “hould have learnt by
heart the Tst 15th, 25th, 37th, 101st, T13th and 145th psalms. This has now
been reduced to their learning and reciting (‘i possible’) one ol four
sclected passage of seripture, and in pecial circumstances the learning and
reciting may be dispensed with altogether. From what one discovers of Lord
Wharton's character one doubts whether he would have entirely approved.
Unhappily there isno record of the eriteria that William Tnmns\mswqunc(l
to meet in 1910, or George Shavler in 1915,

Although not of direct relevance 1o the charity but of local interest is the
story that Thomas. the cldest surviving -on of Philip, was in 1673 obliged by
his father 1o mar v Ann Lee. a ginl of fourteen. Her great-grandlather, ‘a
onc-cved keeper of Wychwood Forest” was adopted by old Sir Henry Lee off
Ditchley, a supposed brother of Queen Elizabeth’ (7 an illegitimate son of
Henme VD). She came with a dowry of £2.500 per annum and £10.,000 in
cash! Her son Philip, the alleged wastrel, was born cither at Diwchley or
Adderbury.

The Clerk o the Trustees of the Wharton Chariwvis Mrs R.J.H.Edwards of
30 Prentis Road. London SWI16 1QD. Publicity is cffected mainly through
the churches, occasionally by direct advertising or an article in the church
press.
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A Medieval Fishpond at Bruern
Grange

] MES BO! D

Introduction

On 8th October 1989 a measured survey was made by members of the
Wychwoods Local History Society of a pasture ficld immediately cast of
Bruern Grange in the modern civil parish of Bruern. West Oxfordshire (O.S.
Parcelno. 7375 ational Gridref.centred P 257188). The primary purpose
of this survey was to record and to gain a fuller understanding of the
carthworks ob-erved in the field. A econdary objective was to give society
members further practical experience in carthwork survey using the
e hmquc of h.l(hlumg to portray breaks of slope. as a follow-up to a similar
exercise carried out in May 1986 at pper Milton in Milton under

Wychwood. The survey method adopted was the 30m grid and offset svste m.
which has already been described in the re portof the Upper Milton project.

Information gleaned directly from the surveyv has received valuable
amplification from the recollections of Mr R.Griffin, son of the former
tenant farmer, and hasbeen further supplemented by a limited examination
of some of the more readily-accessible documentation.

Discovery of Site

Although the carthworks cast of Bruern Grange were known locally and are
depicted as an antiquity with the label “Pond Bayvs™ on the 1980 edition ol
the Ordnance Survey 1:2500. they were not distinguished on earlier maps.
As a result the site was not registered in the County Sites and Monuments
Record, operated by the Oxfordshire Museum  evice at Woodstock, until
1988. The existence of the carthworks was first reported to the Museum n
lan Burrow. then Director of the Oxford Archacological Unit. following a
visit to the site in December 19¢7. and it was \ubwqucnll\ indexed under

the reference number PRN.13.968.7 Dr Burrow's intention of sunv cving the
carthwork wa thwarted by his departure for the United States. and
responsibility for overseeing the survey was then inherited by the present
writer.

Description of Site

The ficld surveved i locally known as Cook’s Me adow. l’lu"unliquil\' of this
name and the 1(1('11(11} of the individual commemorated are both unknown.
It doe notappear amongst the 1i tof Bruern ficld-names supplied for the
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l‘n;.,hsh Place-  ame Society's Oxfordshire volume by Mr W. Mason, nor can
it be matched with any ()( the names published from the 1331-2 survey in the
Public Record Office.! The Valor Ecctesiasticus . Heniy VI great enquiry
into monastic income and ecclesiastical benefices carried out 1o assess
resources taxable under the Act of First Fruits and Tenths of 1535, lists
amongst the possessions of Bruern Abbeyv in Bruern itself a meadow called

Cokkysmore, but this was onlv two acres in extent, and an identity between
Coklysmore and the pre-ent Cook's. \l(‘ddO\\ which is more than four times
that size, therefore seems unlikely.” Unfortunately Bruern is not covered by
atithe or enclosure award: being a former Cistercian estate, it was not subject
to tithe pavments, and it was enclosed before the introduction of the
procedure of enclosure by private Act of Parliament. Morcover, no carlier
estatc maps have been located: so the standard sources which nn;,hl have
provided and located carlier ficld-names are simply not available.” The
present name contributes nothing to the understanding of the site.

The field is “haped like a rough parallelogram, 3.47ha (8.58 acres) in
extent (fig.1). A stream now flows along its northern side, rising from springs
ncar Idbury and Fifield 3km 10 the west and draining castward 1o join the
River Evenlode alittle over 2.5km downstream at Shipton under Wychwood.
Immediately cast of Bruern Grange, at the point where it enters Cook’s
\'lcu(l()w the stream turns through two opposed right-angled bends (A-B on
fig. 1). A ‘teep bluff ri 'es immediately bevond the stream along the margins
of the next field to the north. The  outhern bank of the stream is lined by a
hawthorn thicket, which has increased considerably in density within living
memory. At the lowe *t pointon the stream in the casternmost corner of the
ficld is a modern footbridge (C), a successor to an carlier bridge a litle
further upstream. Mr Griffin remembered trout in the strcam some 50460
years ago.

The castern boundary of Cook’s Meadow, orientated from south-west to
north-cast, today forms part of the boundary between the civil parishes of
Bruern and Milton under Wychwood (C-D). Just inside the field is a
prominent dam, up to 1.5m high. aligned parallel with the pari h boundary,

ome 65m long, its crest some 7-9m within the ficld (E-F-G). The profile of
the dam i steep on its downstream side, with a slightly gentler gradient o
the rear. Atseveral points along the rear of the dam traces of stone revetting
could be obscerved. The dam is cut through by the present stream at its
extreme northern end (E). and is also breached at a point some 45m to the
south-west (F). A ‘mall arca of obliquely-pitched stone revetting is also
exposed on both sides of thi second breach, which appears 1o be roughly
in the lowest point in the crossssection of the valley. A spring scepage (H)
immediately below the breach of the dam, {eeding into the parish boundary
ditch. pl()b.\bl\ represents a vestige of the original natural watercourse prior
to human interference with the vallev. The southwestern end of the dam is
marked by a third high-level breach (G), but this is only a gully cut through
the top of the dam, not extending down to the \d”(‘\ floor. Prior to the
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outbreak of mvxomatosis in 1953 Mr Griffin recalled that the dam had been
occupicd by numerous rabbit burrows.

\I()nglhcsomh(-rn side of the field, linking with the dam, isaterrace which
similarly rises abruptly some 1-1.5m above the valley floor ((-]). Its edge is
defined by a sharp break of slope following a rather sinuous alignment. but
roughly pdld“(" with the field boundary hedge, which lies some 6-12m
bevond. Bewween the break of slope and the field boundary a shallow but
distinct rough or channel can be traced for a length of some 60m along the
top of the terrace (K-L) s itthen curves around behind the dam. and descends
o the level of the spring below the main breach. The source of this channel
lics outside the field sunveyed, and, due o the ploughing of the adjoining
ficld to the south. its course cannot now be traced on the ground. However.,
it appear o have originated from a now defunct spring in the adjoining
ficld. some 80m due south of the house of Bruern Grange. Mr Griffin
recalled that there was formerly a hollow below this spring roughly in line
with the present head of the rough, but that this had been levelled by steam
cultivation. The terrace continues westwards for a further 25m bc\und the
pomt where the trough enters the field (K-]). Tts edge then turns abruptly
southwards through an angle of 80 degrees. Along the western end of the
terrace is a low but distinct bank which partly encloses a shallow depression
on top of the terrace (M). This hollow appears to have had an outlet o the
north through a gap in the bank. The southern field boundary itsell is
accompanied by a narrow, shallow ditch on its outhern side, a feature which
is of some antiquity, butis clearly subsequent to the wrough along the top of
the terrace, and is probably no more than a drain o carry off surplus torm
water (N-D).

The we tern edge of the field presented special difficulties to survey and
interpret. For about one-third of its length in the south-western corner the
original form of the boundary had been completelvaltered between the end
of 1984 and March 1985, when the bounds of the garden of Bruern Grange
were redefined in the form of a stone-revetted ha-ha (P-Q). The remaining
undisturbed length is now densely overgrown and difficult of access. but it
appears toincorporate theremain ofasecconddam (R- ) . breached atabout
the mid-point of its surviving length by the enov of the stream into Cook's
Mcadow. Mr Griflin recalled that before the ha-ha was made the dam
continued south-westwards, with clms growing along the top. flanked on
citherside by ditches with willows. The construction of the haha intersected
a large stone-lined culvert with well-made vou  oirs, the date and alignment
of which is unknown.

The interior of the field is low-lving and generally lat, but some slight
irregular mounds and hollows were recorded in the southern part: there is
also a confused arca of hollows in the south-western corner, below the level
of the terrace. Other features recorded included a slight gully in the cenure
of the west end of the ficld, roughly in the old valley bottom, aligned from
north-west to  outh-cast, which was traced for some 25m (T-U). Mr Griffin
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recalled that. in addition to numerous anthills (usually a good indicator of
old grassland). there had formerly been an artificial mound roughly in the
centre of the field. about +5m in diameter and a little over 0.5m high. This
was levelled during the 1939-45 war, when the interior of the field was
skim-ploughed and harrowed in preparation for ploughing for corn, though
in the event cereal cultivation never actually ook place. Small clumps of
wifted hair-grass (Deschampsia caespitose) have begun to colonise the lower
parts of the field in the recent past.

The most recent si;.,niﬁcanl change in the ficld occurred in 1980-82 when
the Idbury-Shipton main sewer was cut through roughly parallel with its
northern boundary, intersecting the dam at the cast end. Unfortunately this
operation was not watched archacologically and so it vielded no new
information on the nature of the valley floor or the strncture of the dam.
The profile of the dam was faithfully reinstated after the pipe trench was
backfilled. and apart from amanhole in the north-western comer of the field
and wwo parallel band ol parching within the north-east corner (V). the
sewer trench has left remarkably litde trace of it passing.

Interpretation of Site: Date and Function

The two dog-leg angles in the course of the stream at the pointwhere itenters
Cook’s Meadow from the west, and the entrenched character of the stream
along the north side of the field, both indicate bevond question that it has
been diverted out of its natural course. The gradient across the floor of the
valley was verv slight, and time did not permit the taking of levelled profile s,
but even by visual inspection the general wrend of the valley bottom would
appear to pass roughly through the long central axi of € :00k"s Mcadow. The
castern dam was clearly intended 1o hold back the flow of water down the
valley, converting the formervalley bottom toa pond. The dam at the western
end of Cook’s Meadow would similarly have retained a second pond
immediately upstream, occupying part of the present O.S. parcel no. 4700;
arapid inspection revealed a break of slope along the northern edge of this
ficld which might have represented the edge of the pond. but again there
wae insufficient time available o include this within the survey.

The valley floor is overlain by a thin laver of alluvium overlving the
imper mecable Lower Lias Clav.” There would be no great difficuly in
retaining water within a pond on this site. and probably litde need for
artificial devices such a* puddling.

No ponds have existed on this site within living memory. There is no direct
evidence on the site for the absolute date of cither their construction or
abandonment. A relative date is provided by the fact that the southern
boundary hedge of Cook’s Mcadow cuts across the former course of the
channel from the spring 1o the south. and since this channel is clearly
contemporary with the ponds, they must antedate the hedge. However, this
does not nmncdx.n('l\ getus much further. in view of the lack of documentary
information on the progress of enclosure in Bruern.
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Figure 2

been destroved in the disturbances in the south-western corner of the field.
The lower pond was also clearly supplied from the spring south of Bruern
Grange. and here the diversion leat is clearly apparent.

Medieval Fishponds: Background
Mecdieval fishponds as a class of dl(h.w()l();.,l(.ll monument were first
recognised and described by Hadrian Alleroft in 1908."" but they attracted
little general interest before the late 1950s, when there was a new awakening
to the potential of field archacology to illuminate the middle ages. The
important contribution of aerial photography was recognised in a volume
first published in 1938, in which Profe sors Maurice Beresford and [.K.S. St
- Joseph illustrated and discussed the spectacular ponds of Harrington
(Northants). dl(mg with several other examples included incidentally with
other sul)]ccw * In 1962 Dr C.F.Hickling published the first book on fish
o culture to, incorporate a description of carlier hshp()nd management
UNDER pr actices. " Fishponds were introduced o the local historian in ashortarticle
WYCHWOO0 of Dr Brian Roberts publi-hed in 1966. in which he discussed their place in
the mc(h('\dl cconomy and landscape based upon his work in the Forest of
Arden.'" The fir t L atempt 1o classify fishponds by form was made by
Christopher Tavlor in 1979." The pace ()fm\esllgduon accelerated mpxdl\'
° xm through the 1970sand 1980s, culminating in lhcpul)hmuon ofatwo-volume
collection of studies edited by Michael Aston in 1988,'® which contains
extensive bibliographies.

The first atempt 1o provide a synthesis of the current state of knowledge
of fishponde in Oxfordshire was drawn together in 1985 and wa - published
in Aston’s 1988 compilation. This identified 148 cites in the (post-1974)
county., " Ttwas recognised, however, that this total was certainly incomplete,
due 10 the difliculties of carnving out systematic field-work or documentary
rescarch on this rwpe of site on a (()m)l}-\ud(’ basi . Indeed. the Bruern
=Y Grange pond i one of c¢veral examples which have been di-covered

Bounds of former subscquent to the 1988 publication.

Treton manor How does the Bruermn pond compare with other examples? So far as
tpology is concerned, it falls into Tavlor's Type B, being formed by the
construction of a dam acro** a steep-sided narrow valley, with the additional
removal of spoil to make the pond deeper and flat-bottomed: uch ponds

0 Yards 1000

BRUERN ABBEY are characterised by steep artificial scarps along their sides where the natral
HOME GRANGES slope of the valley hias been steepened or cut away. ™ The size of ponds
AND PONDS created in this way varied enormously, depending on the height of the dam

and the configuration of the natural opography. Example  previously
examined in Oxfordshire range from 0.2ha to 4ha in extent: the Cook’s
Meadow pond, therefore, is one of the largest of'its class vetidentified in the
county, though it pales into in ignificance C()mparcd with the largest pond
at Old Warden Abbev (Bed ). where a dam 5m high retained a pond of some
10.5ha.' or the monster ponds of Byvland Abbey at High Kilburn and Cam

Head (N, Yorks), 20ha and I+ ha in extent 105})0((1\(‘1}. the latter with a dam
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ponds at one of the nearest granges, as fishponds also frequently occur in
association with monastic granges. The granges of  tonceleigh Abbey
(\\.lml(kshnc) for example, display a large number and wide variety of
ponds.” The most likely probability, therefore, is that the carthworks
siveved were part of a medieval fishpond complex attached 1o Bruern
Abbev's grange of Sandbrook.

As a postseript, it is of some interest to note that in 80 the monks of
Bruern petitioned for licence to cat meat in Lent, claiming that the abbey
was so far distant h()m the scaand from rivers that a sufliciency of fish could
not be obtained.™ In view of the evidence for fishponds at Bruern. it would
be casy to dismiss this as vet another example of the cynical compromise of
monastic ideals gener .lll\ held 1o be characteristic of the later Middle Ages.
However, recent work has thrown new cmphasis upon the overwhelming
imp()rmncv of sca-fish rather than freshwater fish in the medieval diet. Chris
Currie has emphasized the generally low vields of most mediceval fishponds.
while Chris Dyver has shown that because freshwater fish such as plkc and
bream were comparatively expensive, their consumption wa largely
rcsn'i(‘lcd o aristocratic circles and reserved for feasts and special
occasions.” The monks of Bruern may have been justified in their professed
inability to procure sufficient freshwater fish for their needs despite the
extensive ponds on their own doorstep. THowever, their complaint about
distance from the sca carries less convicuon, in view ol the fact that other
monastic houses deep in the midlands found no difliculty in obtaining
sufficient supplic® of sca-ish. In the fourtcenth cenuny, for example,
Bicester Priory (Oxon.) was purchasing fresh. saltand dried fish from local
markets in Bicester, Oxford and Wantage and from Stourbridge Fair near

Cambridge. Pershore Abbev (Worc 1) was acquiring [resh sca-fi-h from
Bristol. Glouce ter and even Cov centryv: while Halesowen Abbev (Wores.) was
buying sca-fish in bulk from fishmongers in Boston: all three d})h('\\ had
fishponds of theirown. those of Hale owen being especially elaborate. e
evidence of accounts is supported by archacology: the excavation of the
midden of the Austin Friars in Leicester. for example, revealed a ol
absence of fre hwater fish de pite the proximity of the River Soar, while
salt-water species were represented in some quantiy,™
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Shipton School Log Book 1869-1905

JOH. RAWLII S

Two hundred and fifty vears ago educational facilities for the poor were
minimal, untl the introduction of Sunday chools in the 1770, Run by
various religious bodies, the Sunday chools’ main aim was the teaching of
reading and understanding of the Bible. Objection 1o the education of the
poor were voiced from both ends of the ocial cale. The E tablishment
thought that it would be expensive, that the poor would become oo learned
and unsuited 1o the plough. that cheap labour would become scarce and as
a result “the rest of us would have nothing to eat’. On the other hand the
poor thought that education was unneces ary. costly, and that their children
should be able to make their contribution to the family income as soon as
they were old enough and strong enough. Some of these prejudice  and
attitudes per isted well into the 19th century and even into the nwentieth.,

unday Schools overcame some of these objections as no working time was
lost ona unday. teaching staff were plentiful and unpaid and the resulting
cducational achievement was not thoughtlikely “to puff up the minds of the
lower orders’. Although the scope of these  unday  chools wa limited. their
establishmnent did ¢t the mind  of the more progressive members of
Church, State and the charity organisations thinking of ways of improving
and increasing the education available to the poor.

By 1802, only 101 out of 187 Oxfordshire parishe had cither a day or
Sun(l.!) chool of any sort. However, in the first two decades of the 19th
century, clementary education for the poor became more widespread due
to the efforts of the Briti h and Foreign  ociety which was strictly non-
sectarian, and the YNational ocietyfor Promoting the Education of the Poor
in the Principles of the Established Church. The later, ucually known a- the
National ociety, was sct up to rival the *British® chools.

By 1858, Oxford hire had some 400 schoolsor departments, of which some
370 were run by the  ational  ociety, covering both town and countrvside.
The other school . run by the British ocicty and others, were usually
confined 1o the owns where nonconformity was both rich and strong. At
this time Oxfordshire had the third highest proportion of public week-day
scholar in the whole counuy, with only Wiltishire and Westmoreland having
a better record.

All our local schools=at Ascott. Idbury. Leaticld. Lyncham, Milton and
Shipton-were probably built between 1802 and 1858, nfortunatelv. records
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from this carly period are few, only Ascott and Leafield having Log Books
which were started as carly as 1863.

This date, 1863, is significant, for the keeping of School Log Books became
mandatory after the Revised Code of 1862, This code aimed 1o provide
adequate financial assistance for education in all areas, and to improve the
standard of teaching of the clementary subjects (reading. writing and
arithmetic). In accepting government grants under this Revised Code the
voluntary bodies (usually the National Society in this arca), had to agree 1o
receive visits from Her Majesty’s Inspectors (HMIs) who made regular
inspections and conducted annual examinations in the 3 Rs.

The strain of these annual inspections on the Principal or Head Teacher
(usually called The Master) can often be seen in the Log Book entries when
the Master was trving to raise the educational achicvement of his pupils, as
well as ensuring their regular attendance—for the amount of Government
grant depended on the results of the annual examination and numbers of
pupils” attendances (Pavment by Results). Under the Revised Code a grant
of 125 0d (60p) was offered for all children over the age of six vears. Of this
sum. 4s O0d (20p) was given for the required number of attendances, and 8s
0d (40p) for passes at the annual examination, with a deduction of 2s 8d
(13p) for cach failure in any of the 3 Rs. However, government grant did not
provide all the necessary money and the balance had o found by the
voluntary society. Some of this was raised through school fees which often
varied according to the social and financial standing of the
p;u‘cnls—lab()urcrs, tradesmen, farmers cte., and the Master was responsible
for their collection.

Further improvement followed Forster’s Education Act of 1870 which
sought to provide every child with a school place. Where voluntary
organisations (locallv the  ational Society) were unable or unwilling to meet
this need, ratepayers were to clect a School Board to do so. Most voluntary
schools tried to stave off the School Boards, regarded by many as ‘godless’
and which, it was feared, would lessen the powers of the Establishment. In
Oxfordshire most were successful and by 1899 only 25 out of 241 (10.4%) of
the County’s elementary day schools on the annual grant list had become
Board Schools. Milton (dnd pmlmhl\ Lyncham) was one of these, becoming
a non-denominational Board School in 1874 whereas Shipton remained
National. as did the other local schools at Ascott, Idbury and Leaficld.

Shipton School Log Book begins in 1869, presumablywhen the school had
its first certificated teacher, another of the pre-requisites of the 1862 Revised
Code and qualification for a Government grant—as was the writing of a Log
Book.

In the Log Book the Principal Teacher was expected to keep “a regular
record of school activities” but ‘no reflections or opinions’. Into itwould be
copicd the reports of the HMIs and Diocesan Inspectors (in the first place
appointed by the Church of England to counteract the possible
non-sectarian influence of the HMIs). In 1862 the Secretary to the Education
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Office wrote "The 1 og Book is not meant to contain essavs... but to collect
items ol experience” and his letter ends “a teacher who p('xlm ms this dutv
simplv, regularlv and with di~crimination. will find it a powerful help in
mastering hi profession, and as an honourable monument of his labours’,

Perhaps the following extracts [rom the Shipton Log Book, written by the
then Master, Mr John Peirce, do indeed serve as his monument. They
certainly provide an insight into some of the problems facing those involved
in education in the latter half of the last century=problems of constant
changes of buildings. curriculum, financing and staffing, and the
never-ending battle again t poor auendance (for a varietv ol reason ). Mr
Peirce began in 1869 by making daily entries into the Log Book but had g given
this up by 1873. The following extracts are onlv a mall proportion of the
records cht.\\hl(h filled 450 pages. The entries are usually Mr Peirce” own.
but also include some made by one of the School’s Managers, usually the
Vicar, when registers were checked. and when Inspectors’ reports were
copiced into the Log Book. Towards the end of thi Log Book it would appcar
that the copying of the various reports was entrusted to one of the pupils
whose handwriting was of a superior quality.

Sources and Acknowledgements

The Log Book of  hipton under Wychwood school 18691905 (later a National
School, then  hipton under Wychwood C.E.School and most recently called St
Marv's School before its (lnsuw) by courtesy of Mr G. Padmore, present
Headteacher of Wychwood C.E. l’nm.m whool.

Pamela Horn, Village Education in \melymlh-rmlul)- Oxfordshire, Oxfordshire Record
Society, Vol LI (1979).

The Plan and photographs are reproduced by courtesy of the Oxfordshire County
Education Department.

(See also Growing up in Milton and Shipton one hundred vears ago. Wychwoods
History No. 3 (1987). p.53.)

1869
Sep 27 Opened school after holiday .
28 Examined the school.
29  Auempted o alter ‘sing song’ reading.
30 Gave more time to arithmetic and practice in imple ums in
the Ist class.

Oct

1870

Jan

Nov

Dec

1873
Mar

Nov

Dec

12
13
14
I5

21
25
26
27
28
29
30

26

20)

26

D] 7

Began admit better children at 6d. per week. Began night
school.

Visit of Mr I about Robert's admission.

Gave simultancous spelling instead of Reading lessons.
Sent for *Martins’ registers.

Began to teach the 3rd class to write the Lords Praver.
Harold E admiued.

Began the system of payment for belonging to the school.
The school windows repaired.

The men began to change the closets to the drv carth system.
Began Home lessons to some of the Ist class.

Thos and Hemy B returned after illness.

Changed the teachers of cach class in scripture.

John U sent home with the itch.

Visit of his mother. Sent her to the Vicar.

Gotthe ages of the children from their parents upon paper.
I. absent in the alternoon. Visit to Mrs Upstone about Perey T.
Alb M sent home for misconduct of self and Grandmother.
The Ist class learn to find G.C.M. Had in 1 ton 1 ewt of coal.
The Istclass begin *America’ in their Geography lessons.
Infant school proposed.

Geo M expelled from night school.

Began dictation at night school.

Emma T began map dm\nng

Ivo T punished for defacing the school walls with filthy words.

(Part of HMI's report regarding examination on leh 21) 1 am
directed to request attention to Article 17(g). The whole grant
may be forfeited on a future occasion unle s HM Inspectors can
report better of the Infants. The room in which they are at
present instructed is oo small.

Entertainmentin the evening. Day School children sing
rounds, catches, canons and songs. Vicar and others Read.
Visit to several parents for keeping their children athome “to
sce a funeral’. School to be examined by Dioc. Inspector on the
27th. inst.

Private examination by the Vicar. 47 presented passed 107
subjects.

Arithmetic of upper standards found weak. Standard 11 girls
with the bovs instead of needlework in the alternoon.

Diocesan examination. Registers not marked.

ot
T



56

1874
Mar

Apr

1875
Sep

Oct

1878

Jan

1879
Aug
Oct

Oct

Nov

20)

20

28

~)

28
13

24

28

Admitted two children under 3 vears ofage. others invited in
order to fill up the infant class.  tandard VI begin addition of
vulgar [ractions.

By the admission of infants the numbers ri e to over 90 in
ordinary attendance. Received 14 doz new reading books. Had
no Faster holiday. Infants supplied with boxes of letters,
colours, forms with pictures for le - ons on animals. Sent copies
of the “Act to regulate the employment of Children in
Agriculture’ o cach of the parents.

Opened school after 5 weeks holiday. 50 children present in
the morning. Manv not done ‘picking’.

Hall holiday for school treat- Upper classes have more
dictation.

ED begins to learn Euclid. Mrs Peirce gave more time to the
infants arithmetic (old Standard ).

Extraordinary rain thins the School. Visit o Mrs U-=Ann U
allowed 1o come at 9.55 AM.

Wet weather continue . The flood risen within about a chain of

the school.
Visit of Mrs G: her two children admitted: Sarah 11 vears, Alice
9 vears never been to school before (lived too far [rom one).

As three parents of Milton were fined for not sending their
children to school several absentees turn up this week.

Milton private “chool supply everal o thi - chool as *Mr
Gardener died last week'. George and Edward E not o learn
the church catechism.

Private examination of extra subjects by the Revd H Barter. 37
examined. Passed in Grammar 21, Needlework 11, History ete.
5. Needlework judged by Mrs Barter.

chool feast put off uniil 29th then vacation for six weeks.
Opened school. 56 present at morning meeting. Sent 1o many
ol the parents for cause of children’s absence. Three bovs
under 10 at work ‘leading foremost'.
Had a mecting ol night bovs. ight school to begin Nov 3rd
five times wcckly. Gave Labour Certificate o Thos G (written).
Bovs with the above allowed to attend night school.
Many suill away at harvest work. Received a new supply of slates,
pens and paper...

St
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1880
Jul 8
12
Fov
h
]
10
Dec 17
1881
Jul 20
22
26

Shipton School from the south, May 1906, showing (from left 1o vight) the main school.
gurls and infants lobby, infants’ room and babies  room. Hayricks stand in what way
onee Parsonage Farm and is now part of Tithings™ gavden. The southern end of the
marn school now forms St. NMary's Cottage, while the infants” and babies’ rooms make

The first class have more time at reading individually.

Sent papers to all parents in arrears with school money stating
the amount.

Visit of Vicar who numbered tho ¢ presentviz 100 only 92
marked wwo girls being late afternoon meeting.

Reuben  reported lefti—again atends day school.

Reu U and Geo C assist in night school.

Having passed three winters without corporal punishment in
the night school began now to uv day school without.

Broke rule of  ov 10th last.

Sickness brings the numbers down to 30 less than usual.

Visit of inspector of nuicances. He recommend - di infectiou®
fluid for school room and closets.

Visit to Mrs E. George and Thomas at work until after harvest.

wp Victorta Howse.

1883
Mav
Jun

Nov

1884
Jan

Feb

Mar

1885
Jul

23

30

23

[y

~

10

JI'summoned for not sending children to school; case dismis-ed.

Harrv D puni. hed 4 strokes for rebellion. JI receives another
summon -,

Convicted and fined 5/- (and co1°?).

Mary L admined this week but came wwice only in first six
mectings of the week.

Tested the whole school in Dictation. Passed 31 out of 55
present.

(Part of HIMI's repont, copied Aug 3)

Nothing like the proper percentage of papers is gained in
Engli-h 1o justifv the mark good. but the full grant is
recommended to encourage the managers and teacher. The
needlework i very good...

Began sccular work at 9.30 (Concert) no school in the
afternoon in consequence. Visit of attendance officer. 1, U and
U reported. Agnes U's absence *being through illness of
mother’.

Visit to Mr U- George required at home. Joseph D slept out this
week! after being away from school three davs.

The number were taken and compared with the Regi ter- and
found correct. #. Barter .

Onc of the L. let out at 4.30 to carry brothers tea to station.
4.5 p.m. not 4.30.

Richard L. punished wice today for diobedience. Four strokes
cach time. F T absent without leave in the afternoon.

Began new attendance system of 1/-4d (one furthing) for every
unbroken week of attendance. Ticket: to be given out monthly.
tandard V worked with IV at arithmetic this week, and found
wanting. Scecond distribution of attendance cards. 81 having
been carned in two months cach ticket value one penny. See

Feb Ist. enuy.

School tested by self. 531 examined. Passed in Reading 45,
Writing 40. Arithmetic 41. Or 82%. Standard V arithmetic still
weak.

School te ted by Rev H Barter. 61 examined. Passed in Reading
58, Writing -6, Arithmetic 52. Or 85%.

Vi it to Mr Ti- Gervude “will come next week™. Also o Mrs
I-"Leuy in London™. George 1 atiends two davs this week
making 214 days in 9 weeks! Visit and help ol the Revd. H.
Barter.
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1887
Jul

1888

Jul

Aug

Sep
Oct

Nov

1890
Jul

Nov

Dec

60

VY

29

17

18

20

27

6
26

30

9

28

S x o

o

19

26

Received the Duplicate Schedule this week showing 89% of
passes. Thirteen infants promoted to this room. Began o
cenforce school fees.

All brought school fees. some brought arrcars. Mrs Samuda
gave tea to needlework children and nineteen prizes to the best
ditto.

Dcath of son.

School clo ed:- Received duplicate schedule 85% pas es.

Mrs Peirce did not attend school. Her daughter came instead.
Standard I promoted [rom infant class:- Wrote certilicate for

James 1D:-

Mrs Samuda discontinued her weat to needlework children,
and no prize - given by her. Needlework having been examined
by Mrs Barter only.

Sale of needlework in school from 6 10 9 pm.

Visit to several homes this week. Frederie Tat work for Mr T
Brookes.

Mary X presents one penny instead two for school fee.

Visit of auendance officer. Children reported FM.TD. Wm Q.
Annie S and Mary Xo Mary Jane Q. Charlotte 1

All but the first mentoned (FM) atend thi week. Another call
of auendance officer.

(Pant of HMI's veport. copied out Aug 11)

Both Manager and Teachers are 1o be congratulated on the
marked improvement of the school in both order and
attainments. Repetition and Music are both very good subject .
Reading is deliberate and correct.

Murs Peiree too unwell 1o attend 1o her duties. Only two dozen
infants present.

Manyv infants on sick list. The best bovs begin drawing books.
Mrs Peirce again able 1o atend.

P(upil) T(cacher) oo unwell 1o attend.

Only eleven boy and no girls in infant class on account of
sickness and severe weather. Two infant girls dead.

Harry T punished for disobedience defiance of weacher.
Heavy fall of snow. Only 26 present in the moring. No
afternoon mecting,.

NXmas vacation.

The northern: half of the main school in 1906 with the plaxground on the left. The
enlrance o the lm_\'.s ' /nhl)_\' 1s on the [:j? and the other dooy leads into the dass room.
Note the high ceiling and absence of artificial light. The pictures on the walls were used
i the object lessons. The room now forms parl of St. Mary's House.

1891

Jul 10
11
13
16

1892

Apr 8
12
27

AlbertI punished for disobedience.
Received duplicate Schedule:- Standard IV with onlv one pass
in writing out of fwelve,

John Hemy T reported for non-attendance. "Dr Roberts

certifies thathe is unable o bear the strain of more than two
dayvs per week™ Yet his parents apply for leave for him to work
at hayv harvest. Frank and Alfred N also reported.

Visit of auendance officer. The s present.

Received new set of arithmetic tests.

John K punished for leaving school without leave. Six strokes.

School closed in order 1o attend a summons before the Justices
at Chipping Norton:- see April 12th. Case dismissed:-
punishment just.
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1893
Nov 13

14
21
21
Dec
1895
Oct -1
10
11
18
1897
Oct ]
)
1898
Jan 21
24

S('p 30

Oct 3
7
14

62

Visit of attendance oflicer. Five children reported as not
regular,

Visit of the Bishop of Oxford 1o open new bells and restored
tower.

No afternoon meeting.

Diocesan examination by the Rev S York did not take place.
Received notice from Rev S York of examination by him on Dec
8th at 9.30 AN

Three givls receive especial lessons who are o compete for
County Council Scholarship.

Standard I 1o V to have arithmetic to work correctly. in open
classes, from this week. On Wednesdays, until further notice,
varied occupations and object lesson  take the place of
needlework and drawing, for I 1T and 1 Standard IV and
upwards Girls cooking at the Beaconsfield Tall.

Diocesan examination.

First attempt at rush plaiting. Standard I have split cane.
First objectlesson o “tandard T and 11 on
Shipton-under-Wychwood.

Began 1o use new Time Table. Musical drill on Wednesdavs,
Objectle  ons without objects ete. Seven families not vet
allowed o attend school.

Children of Henry S and Reuben U allowed 1o attend school on
the 18th (Monday). Reported eight children, o attendance
officer. Three of whom emploved by a magistrate!

Four families not allowed by Sanitary Authoritv to atend until
further notice. ' ’ ‘

The parents of Thoma-® U claim exemption from all Religiou
teaching.

Notice wa received from the Department that a grant had
been made 1o this school of £30 for sirengthening +
maintaining staff and effecting repairs. H. Barter

New clas room fini hed during vacation. Alo desks lowered
and lock on door repaired. Visit to parents of children absent.
Vis(i)tof attendance officer. Three children reported.
William George  received his Labour Certificate.

Reported Thomas  who has made but 30 atendance outof
the last 92 mecetings. Running the sureets.

1899

Jan 30
Feb 2
3
10
17
1900
Jan 3
12
19
Sep 21
28
1901
Oct 4
8
11
18
23
1902
Jul 4
11
18
cp 26
Oct 3
10

Mr Q withdraws his children from all religious instruction.
Visit to Daisv T7 parents. “Daisy too weak 1o attend <chool'z
Received medical certificate that the above child was unfit 1o
attend school.

School elms down this week.

Tested Standard IV in arithmetic.

Victoria X admitted aged 13 vears and unable to do Standard 1
work (From the back woodds of America). Tested the whole
school in Reading. writing and arithmetic. Weakest point
Standard II writing (bov ). M Suribblchill unable o attend this
week. My wo certificated daughters assisted in arithmetic
lessons.

M Suribblehill returned on the 8th. Sent o parents the number
of attendances made by their children up to Jan 5th 1900.

Rev W.C.Carter succeeds the Rev HoBarter as Correspondent.
Visit to the I family.

Robert No by the help of Lady Reade’s charity, passes on to
Burford Grammar School.

Order of school stationery requested of the managers.
Needlework cupboard placed in the main room.

Visitof Mrs [ (Charles). Received circular on management of
oil lamps.

Amountof Aid Grant £35. Teaching Power £30. Desks £€3.
Lesson on "Oil lamps’. Older children copy the precautions.
Standard I\ composition on “Cultivation” twice thi week.
Visit of Vicar. Churchyvard rails (bovs).

Children received tickets showing times presentand absent
during pa t school vear. R Perkins succeeds E Watson. Recetved
£280d Lady Reade’s charity.

Gave notice of needlework sale.

The above £2 8 Od disuributed at L for every four complete
weeks. Three children attended all the year receive extra from
Vicar.

R Perkins away at Oxford. Received 27 Coronation cups for
children admitted this vear (remnants). Sergeant Pittaway drills
the bovs this week.,

Drill continued as above. Sent stationery order.

On Tuesday of this week R Pittaway amends the ‘musical dnill”
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and receives the thanks of master and children.
17 Fairs. potatoes and disregard of "Auendance orders’ lowers the
average.

1903

Jun L1 (Part of HMIs veport, copied out Aug 6)
Infant class. These children are carefully and kindlv managed.
but the Mistress should personally ke a larger share in the
games and occupations of the babies, and not entrust them oo
much to indifferent monitorial supervision.

1904

Apr 8 (Entby wnitten v the incoming Head Teacher, John Strong)
My Peiree was presented this afternoon with a handsome clock.
subscribed for by the past + present pupils and weacher - in
recognition of nearly 35 vears’ service in this School.

The dass voom, al the novthern end of the school. The window once overlooked the
ridkyard of Parsonage Farm, and now the gavden of Barn Piece. The voom is now part
of St. Mary’s Flowse.
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A Hundred and one Years Ago

From the Oxford Times, Saturday 31 May 1890.

SHIPTON UNDER WYCHWOOD

On Wednesdav week a meeting of the Beaconsficld Hall Committee of
Management was held in the hall to consider the best and cheapest wav of
completing the arrangements 1o provide for a rcading-room,
entertainments, balls, ete. The hall isa first-class room, second to thatin no
other village in the county. and is found to be extremelv useful for the
purpose it was intended, but as yet no conveniences such as an ante-room,
lavatory. cte. have been added. After suggesting several plans it was
unanimously agreed to add a smaller kitchen 1o the north-east end, and o
convert the present kitchen into a reading-room when not in use for other
purposcs, the cost of which would be about £35. The question then arose
how the money could be raised, and it was decided as there were yet many
gentdemen in the neighbourhood favourable 1o the cause whose names were
not at present on the honorary list of subscribers, they should be solicited
by circular to assist in completing the work. If this appeal should succeed, it
was decided that the work should be commenced at once. Mr Brooks said if
the moneycould be raised he would give the land required, and if Mr |.Reade
would give the stones [rom the old building close by the work could be done
before harvest. He would guarantee the hauling to be done free of cost,

which offer was gladly received. The Committee then separated, in the
carnest hope that under so favourable circumstances friends would help
them 0 complete a good rendezvous for the polling district of
Shipton-under-Wychwood.

The “cause’ referved to was, of course, that of the loceal Conservatives who built the hall,
opened ftve years earlier.

Ed.



Life in Old Milton

OLIVE FROST

Olive Barnes, now Mrs Olive I'rost, was bom in The Square, Milton under Wychwood
in 1907 and later lived in Calais Cottage, Frog Lane.

I'was bornin The Square on 1 August 1907, My Motherrented three cottages
which stood apart because, as she said, she wouldn't have other peoples’
noise and stinks. In 1914 we moved o the last house in Frogmore Lane,
which had a drive and stood in an acre of ground. My Mother Lizzy Barnes.
formerly Lizzy Norgrove ol Shipton. was a very clean and hard wor king
woman, ver well known and respected. She married Henry Barnes in Milton
Church in 1888. She refused to use the work ‘obey’ in the marriage scrvice
and said instead ‘to love honour and nobay”.

Until 1910 we were quite well ofl; 1T remember my Father dropping
sovereigns through his fingers into my Mother’s lap. Groves” men did
contractwork at that time. (Iam delighted that Dad's photograph is on page
wenty=six of the Wychwoods Album: he is on the exueme right fiont) He
was very smart and good looking and I adored him. In 1910 he met with a
terrible accident. He went with other Groves” men to dig gravel from a pit
ncar the top of Milton High Strect. They hadn’t been working long when
the walls caved in and Dad was (mnplclcl\ buried. His Iriend Percy
Greenaway dug with his hands to find Dad’s face so that he could breathe.
Dad never worked again and from then on we were very poor. Half his hasic
wage was paid o him weekly, amounting to 1ls. 3d. (36p).

Mother was verv proud and although she had six children at school, not
carning. she refused to allow the powers that were to put us into a home.
She did all sorts of work to keep us fed and clothed. What wonderful people
they all were, helping cach other in every possible way, dav and night. As we
all ninc grew up we became better off, and indeed onr home was a palace.
The gar dens were a jovto behold and it was usual to see people standing at
the bottom of the drive admiring the beauty. Mother would go to furniture
sales at the big houses and buy beautilul furniture. She would bid against
Marky Bunting, a well known furniture dealer of Shipton. Mother always
won. I still have a large mirror she boughtat Shipton Court. The stories Dad
told us on winter nights around a big fire, some handed down the
generations, were a grcat joy o us children. Stories of local ghosts,
highwavmenand murders; rather different o today’s television as ourstories
were all true.

When my Mother was cight vears old she called at *The Lodge™ at Shipton
and a.ked a lady if she would teach her 1o sew. “What a dear little girl’, said
the lady, "ask your \I()lhm if vou can spend half an hour cach alternoon and
Lwill teach vou to sew’. What a blessing that turned out to be. In onr hadlv-off

davs Mother would buy clothes from rummage sales, given by the genuy, and
reshape them into clothes for us. She made beautiful bedspreads for Mrs
Samuda of Brucern Abbey who was very much looked up to.

My sister Dolly Barnes used 1o get smacks from my Mother because she

refused o curtsey 1o Mrs Samuda. Dolly was a character and no mistake. She
died in 1983 at the age of 88. Her rcal name was May Diamond Jubilee
because of her date of birth. Iremember at herwedding, Molly Timms (later
Mrs Jim Puddle) shouting 'Good old Doll. keep vour pecker up’, as my sister
walked down the aisle of Milton Church on Dad’s arm. The whole village
turned out for weddings and funcrals then and we all went to church or
chapel on Sundays. A very united village was Milton in those davs.

Our house was known as Calais Cottage. pronounced Callis. The ficlds
were First, Sccond and Third Callis. Dog Kennel Lance was so called because

the Peppers of Shipton Court had kept dogs there. The cricket ground at
Shipton was known as Shortcraft. the best ericket pitch in Oxfordshire. The
ficlds ncarby were called Diggerspit, Cow Common and Fortv-cight Acres.
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Calais Cottage looking towards I'rog [.ane, Milton, before 1914

The paths through Bruern Wood were called the Vesury Light and Unkid
Light

When war broke outin 1914 the Milton men left their ploughs in the ficlds
and went 1o join up. I remember standing outside the Baptist Chapel one
Sundav alternoon watching young men sign their lives away. Some were only
seventeen. There were 827 inhabitants in Milton at that time and we lost 48
of our lovely bovs. Some also died later of their wounds.

Owr Vicar Mr Horlock was very much loved. As he lay dying he said ‘Bury
me near the organ so that I can hear it'. 1 was taken to sec his corpse by Louie
Pitaway of Shipton. I could never understand a word MrShildrick the curate
saicdl. When we sang the hymn Make mine eyelids close. 1 sang with much fecling
thinking it meant a girl named Evelid was needing clothes. Shipton had
much-loved vicars too: Mr Carter who christened me in Shipton Church m
1907. then Mr Nixon, a big man who wentabout on a bicycle and greeted
cvervone he met. People came from miles around to hear him preach. Twas
in Shipton Church when Miss Dee fell dead as she sang a hymn. Theycarried
her body home on a hurdle. How sad we all were.

Milton wasawonder(ul village in those davs, Mr Guy Mayman was the tallest
man in the village and Mr Dorset, the smalest man, worked for him. Tvwas
a common sight 1o see My Mayman being driven about in his pony and tub
by Mr *Dosset’. The Maymans lived in Kohima, now Heath House. In the
High Sureetlived old Mr Wright who had fought in the battle of Balaclava n
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1855. Walking or running home I would pass the blacksmith’sand at the end
of Jubilee Lane was the wheelwright's where Mr Keen made lovely vellow
wheel for tubs or traps. Roy Ridlev was the carrier and 1 was often sent 1o
Chipping Norton by carrier to collect goods Mother had ordered. We went
through Churchill and the horse knew all the stops.

I knew Alfred Groves well; he was bent double with age. a nice looking old
gentleman with a “tick. He used to put pears on the spiked railings for us
children to find. Taking a short cut home [rom school through The Square,

M Reen, wheelwright, in Jubilee Lane, Milton, 1929



1 would pass Renee Hedges™ house with her 13 cats. Her brother Jessic who
had been a sailor lived with her and he wore his eaman’s hat until he died.
Therewasnomoney for his funeral so he was buried by the parish. The coffin
was a cheap one and we could see his hair through the cracks. There was no
one o follow him to the grave so kind Ililda Rathband said ‘I'll get my hat
and follow the poor old b=", and follow him she did. I remember her Mother
always standing by the Methodist Chapel.

We used 1o go to Tangley for picnics during the long summer holidavs and
one day we ventured down the wnnel that leads from Tangley Farm to
Brucern Abbey. When we came upon a dead sheep we beat a haswy reueat.
There is a chapel in this tunnel under Two Bu h Hill, and Dad used to tell
us of two poachers who had a smoke in it 1 think part of this tunnel formed
Granny Green's cave on Chipping ! orton Hill and then went on o
Chadlington House. Our Mother ook u. to tea with Granny Green. Granny
used 10 smoke a clay pipe. just like a man. There was a beautiful beech tree
over the cave. 1 asked her if she was nervous, living all alone up there and
felt very humble when she answered My dear, the Good Lord looks afier
me'. As we used to whizz down Chipping  “orton Hill on dark nights with
our shopping, we would call out *Good night, Granny” and she would answer
‘Good night my darlings, God bless vou'. The hedges were aglow with
glow-worms. A bvgone age.

Codswallop

A few months ago, speculation about the derivation of this delightful
was being aired in the correspondence columns of a London evening
newspaper. ltappeared o be connected with the process, developed by one
Hyram Codd in 1875, whereby a marble was enclosed in the specially haped
neck of a glass lemonade or ginger beer botte o keep the content fian.
One correspondent maintained that, since the marble had to be struck
smartly into the neck with a small wooden implement to release the bottle’
content , this was the origin ol the expression.

Another reader disputed this, saving that it was in fact a derogator
description of mineral waters in general, bestowed by the drinkers of proper
‘wallop' i.c. beer. Yetanother pointed out that any true cockney would know
the meaning of the term since the kind of wallop (drink) preferred bva
codfish is the tagnant water found in the bottom of boats-bilge.

Serious students of history may prefer to carry out further research mto
this subject before making up their own minds, but perhaps these
speculation will enliven the Society's fieldwalks when bottle marbles are
often among the artefacts recovered.
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Mary Moss
A Lass of the Wychwoods

WE 'DY PEARSE

I was born and brought up in the Wychwoods.
More than three score and ten 'he now,
And dear Lord. all the change * 1've witnessed.
Would vou like me to tell of them, now?

I was christened the month of October
In the vear 1002,

At the old Holy Trinity, Ascou,

And later, were married there oo,

Mary Mo s was my name at my chri tening,
Marv Moss, when I'd married mv John.
You see, Ascottwere [ull of them Mos s,
The stones there did gather them on.

"Ag. Labs.” were the family status,

My father. sons, husband. each one

And. we women. we worked there beside them
Whenever the jobneeded some.

When 'were a girl in thi valley.,
The fields were all open and free.
Few hedges and walls subdivided
The vale of the Wychwoods, vou sce.

Then along came Lord Churchill to change it
A private enclosure. said he.

And Ascotterected its fences

And restricted its freedom from me.

No commons o collect the firing,
And nowhere to pasture the cow,
And fleas in the cars of the urchins
Who defied the barriers now.



Then later, to Shipton and  lilton,
The selfsame divisions arrived.

The quickthorn and divstone defences
Erupted upon every side.

But, fast on the heels of enclosure
Another quite monstrous idea.

They said, a fire-cating maurauder
With designs on our vallev, drew near,

The caule and horses would scatter

At firstsight of its gigantic head

And fiery doom, death and disaster
Would threaten good folks in their beds.

The vicar, he preached in the pulpit

Dire fears for our morals, he said.

The monster would reap dreadful vengeance
On all those too casilv led.

Men with long sticks and chain measures.
Along by the river were seen.

Surely no smaller divisions

Would alter our valley so green:

Yes, the railwav. It capured our village

With its great mounds of carth topped with rails
And shattered the peaceful surroundings

With the sound of loud clatters and wails.

And then, they disrupted our forest.
The Queen, lh(‘\ said, ordered it so.
The farmers demanded new cornfields
So much of our greenwood must go.

Another devouring monster

Gourged up all the bushes and shrubs.
Two horses. awinch and long hawsers
Created great chasms of mud.

And then,all the men with their breastploughs
Tackled the roots, stumps and stones

To make land it [or cultivation

Where past lorest life had its home.

All children to school, was the order.

To learn sums. write letters and read,

But the farmers, they knew where o find them,
To pick up stones, scare crows and weed.

We Moss's was mostly illit rate,

Our marks in the church books sufficed.
But mv grandchildren all knows their letters
And writes their names, ever so nice.

Later, with the rise of Trade Unions,
The Wychwoods provided the core
Of a drastic and strong confrontation.
The women, the ones to the fore.

Mvson'swife, Charlotte, were a Martyr,

To Oxford. the women were ped.

A week passed afore they released them,

But the Queen praised their efforts, tU'was aid.

But the times just get harder and harder.
Near cighty are me and my John.
Iju'thopesthe nion don‘t get us,

That damn workhouse at Chipping Norton.

From my Bookshelf

FRANK WAREL

As a student of hi torv 1 have always been fascinated by the medieval and
carlier period , with a leaning towards archaeology rather than 1o
documents. This interestis reflected in the following sclection of books and
papers, mostly taken from my own bookshelves.

My practical involvement in local history has been stimulated and
influenced by the work in land ‘cape history of Professor Hoskins and his
colleagues at Leicester University. His The Making of the English Landscape,
first published in 1955, has ()pcncd the eves of a whole generation of local
hi torians, and persuaded many people o appreciate the evidence of what
isto be seen on the ground a well as in documentary sources. A new lavishly
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illustrated edition, published in 1988, has a foreword and a commentary by
wav of footnotes by (‘hristopher Taylor. This repeats the assertionin the first
cedition that there is a reference 1o Shipton in an cighth century Saxon
charter. 1 found no trace of this in Margaret Gelling’s 7he Early Charters of the
Thames Valley, and had presumed thi - was a mistaken atribution of a charter
relating 10 Shipton on Cherwell. But The Archaeology of the Oxford Region
supports Hoskins™ assertion—clearly this point needs more rescarch.

Christopher Taylor’s own \'illagrnn(lI'"anns!md(‘\'p()un(l hi theorie about
the continuity of estates from Roman and Iron Age times into the medieval
and later pe riods. Margaret Gelling is an Earlv English linguist who has been
verv influential with her research on both charters and place-names of
Anglo-Saxon origin. Among her manv works Signposts to the Past is of
particular interest 1o us, because it contains a translation of the bounds of
the Witney manor inits charter of 969: along its northern side thisi al othe
boundary of the Roval Manor of Sciptone, and members of the Society will
remember walking this ome VAT Ago.

Another seminal work in local history wa Maurice Beresford’s The Lot
Villages of Ingland. first publishedin 1954, which contains passing references
1o Ascott and Bruern. It had not previously been recognised how common
deserted medieval villages were, and how often their remains are visible in
the landscape. The Deserted Villages of Oxfordshire by Allison ¢ al was published
in 1965 and summarised the extent of knowledge then on this subject. Local
entriesinclude Bruern. Langlev, Widford, the Chalfords, Litle Rollrightand
Walcot near Charlbury (the latter was a vill on the Roval Manor of - ciptone
atthe castern end of thearm ofit land which lay north of Wychwood Forest).

Much work has followed in the school of Hoskins and Beresford, bridging
the gap between local history and archacology. Michael Aston. who u ed
live in Milon, cites the village several imes in Interpreting the Landscape. and
uses maps of its fields in 1850 and 1970 10 illustrate how changes in ficld
svstems have altered the landscape over the last two centuries.

In the 1970°s Hoskins edited a series of books on county landscapes.
including Frank Emery’s 7he Oxfordshire I.andscape, which contains much of
interest about how our local settlements have evolved. There is a section on
Wychwood Forest. But it is Beryl Schumer who ha made the Fore t the
subject of her special study over many vears. and her Evolution of Wychwowd
to 1400 is packed with nuggetr of information and reference . Farlier Mrs
Wickham Steed had described the bounds of the Forest in Top Oxon., baied
on the Perambulation of 1300,

There has been a lack of major archacological excavations in our arca,
which is reflected in the relative paucity of references in the literawre. oon
after the war, Professor Jope excavated the d*Oilly Castle at Ascou, and Don
Benson the long barrow on the Charlbury road in the 1960°s. There hasalso
been some work in the Iron Age fort above [yncham. During the last decade
George Lambrick of the Oxford Archacological Unit excavated at the
Rollright Stones, and undertook survevs and ficldwalking in their vicinit.,

71

while an OAU tcam directed by Brian Durham excavated the Bishop's Palace
atWitnev. For the most part, however, the OAU has concentrated its activities
on rescuce work, in the face of development in Oxford City and other towns
like Abingdon, or of gravel extraction in the Thames Valley.

An invaluable summary of sites and finds in the county is contained in The
Archaeology of the ()\ﬁn(l Region, a s\mp()smm pul)hshcd by the Oxford
University Department for External Studies in 1986, but some of it written a
few vears carlier. This contains a report on the Don Benson dlg There are
also distribution maps of finds from different periods, and it is noteworthy
that under Neolithic flints these maps show only ‘other implements’ (no
arrowheads) and neither sites nor finds for the Romano-British period in
Shipton and Milton. This shows how quickly this sort of survey can get out
of date. We now know of two Romano-British settlement sites in Shipl()n
and have recovered considerable quantities of R-B pottery and two coins on
the Sociewy's fieldwalks, as well as five (lint arrowheads. But this is a mauer
of detail:in general this book isan excellentsurvey and invaluable for anvone
interested in the archacological aspects of local history.

This is a very personal choice of books. 1 hope other members will feel
inspired 10 (()mpllv completely different selections, reflecting their own
interests in local history.
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Other Publications in Print

The Second Wychwoods Album £5.00
Bv Sue Jourdan and john Rawlins (1990)

A selection of 80 photographs illustrating lile in Milton, Shipton and
neighbouring villages. with emphasis on the impact of the two World Wars,

Wychwoods History, Number 1 (1985) £2.50
He dge Survey of Shipton & Milton, Po 1 Milton Gravevard Survey: Railway
Timetable 1853 Cotham Cottage. Milton: Roval Manor of Sciptone in
Domesday. Pu 1 Probate Inventory of William Hvau, 1587

Wychwoods History, umber 2 (1986) £2.50
William Master, Vicar of Shipton 156:1:91: A Milion Field, 18:42-1985: Survey
of Baptist Burial Ground. Milton: Letters of Thomas & Hannah Groves: Roval
Manor ol Sciptone in Domesday, Pt 2: Hedge Suivev, P 2.

Wychwoods History, Number 3 (1987) £2.50
Published in conjunction with Oxford University Department for External
Studies and edited by Kate Tiller.

Milion & Shipton in the Ninceteenth Cennnv=Farming and community
before 1850: Village government: Decade of (lmng( the 1830s: Decade of
decisions. the 1870s: Growing up 100 vears ago: Life and work 1880-191-1,

Wychwoods History, umber 4 (1988) £2.50
Farthworks at Lower Farm. Upper Milton (siivev by James Bond):
Fieldwalking in Fvenlode Vallev: Prebendal House. Shlpmn (excavation by
Brian Durham): My Father's Davs: Wartime Wedding.

Wychwoods History, umber 5 (1989) £3.00
The Poorof Shipton 17-40-62: Shipton Milestone: St Manvy's Church, Shipton:
The Reade Chapel: Plague Tvme: Fiftv Years ol Change in the Villages. 1o
1988: Medieval Pottery Finds at St Mav's School. Shipton.

The above and further copies ol this Journal may be obuined from Frank
Ware. Monks Gate, Shipton under Wyehwood, Oxford OX7 6BA (1elephone
Shipton (0993) 830-49-1). PP is 60p for the first book plus 25p for cach
additional book. Cheques pavable 1o Wychwoods Local Tistory Sociey.
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The Wychwoods Local History - ociety meets once a month from September
through to Mav. Mcetings aliernate between the village halls at Shipton and
Milton. Current membership is €4 for an individual member and €6 for a
couple. which includes a copy of Wychwoods [istory when published. Further
details can be obtained from the Secretary, Wendy Pearse, Litlecout,
Honevdale Farm, Shipton under Wychwood. Oxford ON7 6B] (telephone
Shlplon under Wychwood (0993) 831023).

Further copies and back numbers of Wyehwoods 1 fistory mav be obtained from
Frank Ware, Monks Gate. High Sweet. Shipton under Wychwood, Oxford
ON7 6BA (telephone “hipton under Wychwood (0993) 83049-4). Postage
and packing is 60p for the first copy plus 25p for cach additional copy.
Cheques pavable 1o Wychwoods Local Histonn Socien. See inside for full list
of publications in print.

Coverillustration: fHoly Trinity Church, Ascott under \Wxchwood. abowt 1901,

ISBN 0951037277 £3.00 net






